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INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

The production of the Deposit Draft Canterbury District Local Plan (1994) and
Deposit Draft Swale Borough Local Plan (1996) have highlighted inconsistencies in
the delineation of the boundary of the Special Landscape Area in the Dargate-
Denstroude area. The two local authorities engaged Chris Blandford Associates in
May 1997 to give guidance on criteria for boundary definition and to suggest a new

boundary which may arise from consideration of the area’s characteristics.

The Brief

The scope of the study is set out in a “Consultants Brief” dated February 1997 and
a copy is appended for ease of reference. The consultancy proposal prepared by
CBA in response, set out the methodology for the detailed work. The specific

objectives of the study are as follows:
« to review the inconsistencies of the boundary in the Dargate-Denstroude area;

» to prepare a methodology for defining the particular characteristics of Special

Landscape Areas and their boundaries;

« to undertake an assessment of the Blean Woods SLA and review the current

boundaries. To define, if necessary, a revised boundary.

Structure of the Report

The report is structured in four parts, as listed in the Confents page before. Section
2.0, Desk Studies, can be regarded as the initial data gathering stage of the process.
Planning policy documentation has been reviewed together with related topic
papers. Other special studies have also been examined together with national
guidelines on the evaluation of landscapes. These documents are then appraised in

Section 2.7, Analysis of the Desk Studies.
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1.3.2

1.3.3

Section 3.1, Field Method, explains the method for examination of the landscape.
The results of field work are summarised; the site assessment sheets are appended
for detailed reference. Section 3.2, Landscape Character Assessment, addresses the
specific question of the current boundary to the SLA. This part of the Report then

moves on to discuss current delineation of the boundary.

The Report finishes with section 4.0, Conclusion and Recommendations, which

summarises the assessment work and gives recommendations on changes to the SLA

boundary.
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2.9

2.1

2.2

2.2.1

2.2.2

2.3

2.3.1

2.3.2

DESK STUDIES

A range of existing documentation has been reviewed in order to understand the
context of Blean Woods SLA and in order to gain understanding of the
characteristics of the area itself. The documents studied are briefly discussed below

so as to provide a composite picture of the study undertaken.
Planning Review

Planning Designation

The Kent Structure Plan identifies landscapes of both national and county level
importance. There are eight designated Special Landscape Areas (SLAs) in Kent,
identified in the Kent Structure Plan. County level designations are non statutory
but the need for them is recognised from the Department of the Environment.

PPG7, The Countryside and the Rural Economy states that:

“there are further designations applied to othcr areas of the countryside......oouier, which serve
to highlight particularly important fcatures in the countryside that should be taken into
account in planning decisions. These includc locaily devised ones..........c..... to denote

areas to which special countryside protection or other policies apply”.

The County Council identifies such areas in broad strategic terms for inclusion in
the structure plan. Policy ENV4 relates to the SLAs and makes it clear that it is for
the Local Planning Authorities to refine the detailed boundaries. It is for the District
Councils in their local plans to interpret and define boundaries for the SLAs at a

local level.

L.ocal Plans

The relevant policies and background in the Deposit Draft Canterbury District Local
Plan 1994 and the Deposit Swale Borough Local Plan 1996 have been reviewed.

Canterbury District Local Plan

Paragraph 6.5 states that three Special Landscape Areas have been identified, one of
which is Blean Woods. Within the Special Landscape Area, the City Council will

give priority to landscape protection over other planning considerations, Policy R4



3OO0 20

4

I O I U0

(0l

[
L

(8 O U B U0 B O A O

LJ

1
I

I
L—

1
r

|

Lo L

Lo 0 L

{

-

2.3.3

2.4

2.4.1

24.2

2.4.3

applies. Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and Sites of Nature Conservation
Interest (SNCI) also occur within Blean Woods SLA and these are further governed

by Policy R7, (D 33a and D 33b)..
Swale Borough Local Plan

The Special Landscape Area is governed by policy E16 which gives priority to the
conservation and enhancement of the landscape over other planning considerations.
Other policies apply to the countryside: Policy EIl defines the extent of the
Borough's countryside and states that it should be protected for its own sake.

Policy E17 relates to Local Landscape Areas.
Special Papers
The following special papers have been reviewed:

Kent Countryside Plan Report of Survey (1980)

Kent Countryside Plan Written Statement (1983)

Background Proof Number 3: Landscape (1996)

Technical Paper Three: Landscape, Nature Conservation

& Open Space (1994)

Swale Plan Topic Paper No. 2 Environmental Issues 1996

Eastern Swale Landscape Assessment KCC 1996

Review of Special Landscape Areas in Kent 1993 (Cobham Resource

Consultants)
Kent Countryside Plan Report of Survey (1980)

This document summarises the background work that was undertaken, in the form
of Aspect Reports, to prepare the Kent Countryside Plan. The function of the
Report of Survey is to provide a sufficiently precise interpretation of the objectives
and policies set out in the Structure Plan. As a result of the analysis, relative
priorities can be assigned to agriculture, forestry, landscape conservation and to
nature conservation. There is a discussion on pressures on the countryside, which

lead to larger land holdings and reduction in tree cover and hedgerows.

The Aspect Reports identified thirteen different landscape zones in Kent, each of
which can be readily identified because it has its own characteristic scenery. A plan



IR IR

SRR

-

]

(-

-

(I

o

{

L

1

L

SR U O N O

1
L]

L

-

_J

2.4.4

2.4.5

2.4.6

at 1 : 100 000 delineates the AONBs and SLAs and also delineates those areas that
scored six points or more in the “Tandy” system of landscape evaluation. It
should be noted that the Blean Woods Area does not score six or more. However, it
should also be noted that Blean Woods scored low under numerical evaluation
because of the lack of diversity. A non-quantitative technique of evaluation was
therefore used for Blean Woods and the Report of Survey comments that the area
has a particular character which it is important to conserve, notwithstanding the low

numerical evaluation.

In drawing up the SLAs a wide range of factors were considered and which can be

summarised as falling under the following broad headings:

. the areas must have contrast and diversity,

. the landscape quality must be scarce,

. there should be a sense of remoteness,

. cultural associations may also give the area value.

The Report of Survey contains one paragraph that describes the quality of Blean
Woods SLA. The emphasis is on the woodland cover and it is described as being

one of the few heavily wooded areas remaining in Kent.

Boundary Definition

Appendix I of the Report of Survey discusses the detailed criteria for boundary
definition. It states that it is preferable for all detailed boundaries to follow stable
physical features. Thus features such as roads, paths and rivers have generally been
used in preference to mapped features that can not readily be identified on the
ground. In delineating the boundary of the SLA the Report of Survey recognises
the importance of preserving the foreground to important scenic features. However,
it also makes clear that land uses at the periphery of the SLA should be excluded if

their inclusion would be inconsistent with Structure Plan policies.
Kent Countryside Plan Written Statement (1983)

This document is the subject plan for agriculture, landscape, nature conservation, the
undeveloped coast and the Metropolitan Green Belt outer boundary. The method
by which the SLAs were delineated is summarised. Detailed surveys were conducted

which sought to analyse the landscape quality as objectively as possible. Two
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different techniques were adopted; one using a numerical analysis technique and
the second using a more conventional approach of recording subjective evaluations.
The survey occasionally identified outlying pockets that were considered to be of
high landscape quality. It is important to note that the extent to which such features
were included in the SLA is a function of whether their intrinsic character is the
same as that of the SLA. In addition, it was important to judge whether the
inclusion of outlying areas would necessitate the inclusion of other substantial areas
of lower landscape quality. In summary, the peripheral non wooded areas that are
included in the SLA are included because they are considered to be areas of more
open countryside that surround and intersperse the woodland and act as a

foreground to the woodlands.

247 The Kent Countryside Plan Written Statement contains three paragraphs that
describe the landscape quality of Blean Woods. In addition to an outline of the
survey method adopted ~ as discussed above ~ the text describes the woodland

character of Blean Woods:

“The Blean Woods SLA comprises the belt of woodland which extend from west of Canterbury
to Herne and includes both the woodland blocks and more open countryside which surrounds
_and intersperses them, acting as foreground. This is one of the few heavily wooded areas
remaining in Kent. Parts of the woodland are ancient in origin and at one time the Blean
Woods probably formed an extension to the Challock and Lyminge forests to the south. The

woodland comprises both broadleaved and coniferous species and the former are a remnant of

the more ancient forest.”

The text then goes on to describe the high nature conservation value of the

woodlands.
Background Proof Number 3: Landscape (1996)

2.4.8  This paper sets out Canterbury City Council’s philosophy and objectives in
conserving landscapes. It formed part of the case at the Local Plan Inquiry. A key
concept that underpins landscape conservation is that of sustainability. The Proof
concludes that the identified landscapes possess a remoteness and tranquillity rarely
to be found in the south-east of England. It states that the SLAs have a specific

beauty and character which it is vital to conserve.
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Quality of Blean Woods SLA

The SLA is based on an extensive area of ancient woodland stretching across
Northern Kent. Appendix 2 of the Proof gives a fuller description of the
landscape quality of the SLA and explains that the landscape is dominated by
Blean Woods which forms an extensive, virtually continuous band of
woodland. Paragraph 5.1 on Blean Wood SLA emphasises that its value lies in
its woodland. This is further reinforced by the rationale behind extension of
the SLA in two additional areas: extensions are proposed because they
safeguard the setting of the woods and in order to conserve outlying

woodland and associated hedgerows.
Boundaries to the SLAs

The boundaries to the SLAs are reviewed in the Proof and some additional
areas are evaluated in order to judge whether they are of sufficiently high
quality to merit designation as SLAs. The areas reviewed are considered to be
very Kentish landscapes. The Proof goes on to comment that there is
precedent for the inclusion of agricultural land with the Blean Woods SLA; it
is accepted that agricultural land provides the setting and context within which

the major blocks of woodland are seen.

Technical Paper Three: Landscape, Nature Conservation and Open Space (1994)

This defines three “Natural Areas” in Canterbury District, of which one is Blean
Wood. Paragraph 2.6 addresses the SLA itself and describes the area as one of the
few heavily wooded arcas still remaining in Kent. The emphasis in this document is
yet again on the wooded character of the SLA. The Technical Paper is the
background to the Deposit Draft Local Plan which is recognised as the correct
forum for review of the SLA boundaries. The Paper contains brief reviews of the
proposed additions to the SLA. It is notable that these descriptions centre on the

function of the additional areas in providing a setting to the woods and also on the

function of capturing additional outlying woodlands.
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2.5

2.5.1

2.5.2

Swale Plan Topic Paper No. 2 Environmental Issues 1996

The purpose of this Paper is to amplify the choices made by providing an analysis
of the context for policies and by giving a description of the landscape. The wide
diversity of the landscapes in the Borough is described and the resource is then
classified into four broad landscape character areas. One of these areas is the
complex of hills and valleys covered by Blean Woods; this landscape is further
described as one that creates enclosure to the marshes to the north. Thus both the
topography that underlies the SLA and the woodlands that cover it are clearly

considered to be the salient features.

Literature Review

A range of publications has been studied in order to gain insight into the intrinsic
landscape qualities of Kent; these sources have included general guidebooks about
the Kent landscape, books on physical geography, landscape history, ecology and

the built environment of Kent.

Cultural Associations

Cultural associations, such as writings or paintings that feature Kent have been
briefly reviewed. Preliminary consultation with Blean Parish Council has revealed
that in the 18" and 19" centuries one of the principal routes for pack horses carrying
contraband from the coast lay through Yorkletts and Dargate. In addition to the
association with smuggling activities, the area has associations with the hiding of
French prisoners of war; between 1793 and 1810 assistance was given to French
prisoners of war who had escaped from the prison hulks in the Thames and Medway
rivers and who were concealed in the woods before they could be moved onwards.
Part of this route lay along the lane known as Cut Throat Lane, now called Pilgrims

Lane.
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Map Studies
1 : 50 000 OS Landranger 179

This map provides general mapping of the study area and also illustrates the context
of the SLA boundary studied. The broad pattern of land cover ~ woodland,

farmland and orchard ~ is shown effectively at this scale, as is the proximity of the

sea.
I : 25 000 OS Pathfinder TR 06/16

This map shows the study area at a large enough scale to examine the broad pattern
of landform, water courses and land use. The landscape character areas identified

have been delineated at this scale.

1:10000 0S TR 06 SE

This map shows the study area at a large scale and was used to examine the detailed

landform and land use.

In parallel with the desk studies, overlay maps were prepared of geology,
topography, soils, woodland cover, settlements and communications. This technique
highlighted the factors that have given rise to different types of landscape character

amd formed a basis for the study.
Analysis of the Desk Studies

The designation of Blean Woods as an SLA has been laid down in planning policy
over successive years, from initial delineation in 1980. A review of the
documentation makes it clear that the complex of wooded hills and valleys is valued
in essence for its woodland cover. It is noted as the largest area of woodland in
Kent. The characteristics cited in the different documents studied are consistent and

complimentary, presence of woodland and high nature conservation value being

repeatedly stated.
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Characteristics of the SLA

The characteristics of Blean Woods SLA that emerge from the documents studied

can be summarised as follows:

it is an extensive block of woodland,

the main woodland complex includes ‘satellite’ woodland outliers,

the area is heavily wooded and of a character that is rare in Kent,

the woods are of high nature conservation interest,

areas of wood meadow are included,

the close proximity of the sea gives the area a distinctive sense of place,
there is topographical variation, which contributes to give a sense of
remoteness,

arable areas that have woodland as a backdrop or context,

it has limited area of attractive orchard,

it has limited extent of hedgerow or shelterbelt.

Review of the SLA

New findings need to be tested against the background of successive review and the
intrinsic nature of the Blean Woods SLA needs to be upheld and respected in any new
examination that is undertaken, It is essential that any extension that is proposed to
the SLA can be demonstrated to be of comparable landscape quality. It is clear from
review of the landscape descriptions of the SLA that it is the consistent presence of
woodland that gives it its essential character. The designation of SLA has been
reinforced at successive review and it is notable that none of these reviews have
investigated whether it would be appropriate to extend the SLA to include substantial
adjoining areas of different landscape character, such as farmland or orchard. Indeed
the only recommendations for extension (given in the Canterbury District Local Plan:
Technical Paper No 3) is made in order to ‘capture’ two additional outliers of the
main woodland complex. These proposed extensions include areas of open
agricultural land and hedgerow features as the setting for Blean Woods. The
implications here are that although the presence of woodland is a key SLA criteria, the
setting of these wooded areas is also an important consideration; in effect, the SLA

designation reflects the visual dominance of the woods.
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Deletions to the SLA

In addition to proposed extensions to the SLA, there is a recent recommendation to
delete a part of the designation within the study area (refer to Canterbury District
Public Local Plan Inquiry statement: CCC/PR/28). The recommended deletion was
made on the grounds that the original reason for designation (scrub woodland) has
been removed and the area is now under agricultural use. The absence of any
definition of the boundary by features on the ground was a key influence in the
recommended deletion of this particular area from the SLA designation. This case
implies that boundaries should follow identifiable features on the ground; any
proposed amendments to the existing boundary should therefore be based on linear

features such as hedgerows, roads or watercourses.
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LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT

Initial Field Study

An initial overview of the study area was undertaken at a broad brush level. The aim
was twofold: firstly, to make an initial appraisal of Blean Wood SLA. Secondly, a
rapid review was made of the visual character and quality. of parts of some of the
other SLAs in Kent, in order to set the context for study of Blean Wood itself. Both
objective and subjective information was recorded and notes were made as to

whether the landscape appeared to meet the visual criteria for SLA designation.

Detailed Field Survey

A detailed field survey was then conducted of the SLA boundary and its immediate
visual context. This used the same approach as the initial overview but was
conducted in more detail and a greater number of survey points were visited, twelve
in all; these were selected to give a fairly evenly distribution along the current SLA
boundary. The purpose of the survey was to assess on visual grounds whether the
boundary to the SLA is appropriate. This field assessment was recorded on a sheet
recommended by the Countryside Commission and, together with the information
gathered from the desk studies, provided the basis for comments on the delineation
of the SLA boundary. The locations of the points studied are shown on Figure 1

Viewpoints, and the assessment sheets are included in Appendix II.

Physical Characteristics

Following the detailed field survey, the overall characteristics of the SLA have been
appraised and the appropriateness of the current boundary has been reviewed. The
broad landscape characteristics are summarised in two illustrations: Land Cover is

shown in Figure 2 and the relief is analysed in Figure 3.

Land Cover

Three main sorts of land cover occur: woodland, orchard and farmland. These are
illustrated in Figure 2, Land Cover. The distribution of the different land cover
tends to reflect the underlying topography. Thus the areas where the land is under
agriculture tend to be more low lying, whilst orchard occurs on the margins of the

clay ridge. The upper central portion of the clay ridge is mainly heavily wooded
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and in the portion of SLA under review, the dominant land cover is in fact
deciduous woodland. Indeed, the majority of the SLA is Blean Woods, which
stretches across North Kent and is one of the largest complexes of ancient woodland
in the county. This is in contrast with the adjoining Clay Hill, from which the

woodland cover, was removed in the early 1960’s.
Topography

An analysis of relief is given in Figure 3. The area studied broadly comprises of a
wide clay ridge stretching from north-east to south west. The clay ridge occurs
close to the coast and contrasts starkly with the wide, flat coastal plain. The
transition in topography from the ridge to the coast is quite abrupt, with a narrow

steep slope to the ridge falling to the north.
The Current SLA Boundary

The majority of the SLA is formed of an extensive clay ridge but the SLA also
includes some of the rolling adjacent areas and wooded shaws that extend out from
the main woodiand, In the main the boundary of the SLA follows the edge of the
woodland. It is also interesting to observe that the broad alignment of the current
SLLA boundary often coincides with the landform transition described in paragraph
3.2.3 above: the point where the narrow, fairly steep northwards slope of the clay
ridge meets flatter land. Around the majority of the Blean Woods SLA, the
woodland is surrounded by a margin of undulating land, except at Clay Hill where
the pattern is completely different because the hill is in fact part of the main clay

ridge and therefore rises to a similar elevation as the surrounding woodland areas.
Landscape Character Areas

The area studied can be subdivided into four areas, each with a different landscape
character. These areas have been broadly defined and are mapped on Figure 4,
Landscape Character Areas. The salient characteristics of each of the arcas

identified are summarised below.
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Character Area 1 ~ Blean Wood

This is an area of mixed woodland, often of ancient origin, and related wood
meadow. The overall character is that of a wooded, undisturbed landscape of
consistent quality. Closely associated with the woodland are areas of wood meadow:
the character is also undisturbed and very attractive and the indented margins mean
that woodland and wood meadow are visually linked. These two principle
characteristics are complimentary and taken together are the basis upon which the
SLA was originally designated. The wood meadows are generally of small size
with indented margins and isolated parkland trees. Areas of wood meadow
landscape character occur at the margins of the SLA, on land with a complex and
subtle topography, whilst areas of woodland landscape character occur on the high
land over the clay ridge. Landscape Character Area 1 is one of high nature
conservation value, providing a mosaic of habitats and marginal habitats. This is the

landscape character that dominates Blean Woods SLA.

The Blean Woods landscape character area includes a gently shaped valley, running
between two steeper wooded hillsides. The valley has an intricate, fine pattern of
fields and vegetated boundaries at a generally low elevation. In visual terms the
valley is completely contained by the sloping land to north and south and in this
sense is very much a part of the adjoining SLA. It can be described as providing a

setting to the woodland blocks.
Character Area 2 ~ Dargate

This is an area where the character is mainly determined by the presence of orchard
and the strongest characteristic is that the landscape is highly managed and ordered.
Textures are bold and the rectilinear pattern of the trees is a dominant characteristic.
Fruit growing generally occurs on lower lying land and on shallow slopes where the
deeper loam soils occur but these orchard areas are of relatively low nature
conservation value because of the commercial emphasis of fruit growing. This
landscape character occurs on gently undulating land, sometimes protruding into
low lying areas towards the coast and often makes an attractive margin to the
wooded SLA to the south.
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Character Area 3 ~ Yorkletts

This is an open area that connects visually with the expansive coastal plain. It is
arable land or pasture on a relatively low elevation and has little tree cover. Field
sizes are quite large and the hedgerows that do occur are well managed agricultural
boundaries. The area includes the prominent landscape feature of Clay Hill;
although the topography of the Hill is clearly different from the adjacent low lying
area, the overall landscape character is dominated by the intensive agricultural land
use and is considered to form one homogeneous area with land to the north. The
northern portion of the hill links with the coastal plain and the overall visual

impression is that of openness

The high land of Clay Hill is directly visible from a large section of the SLA and is
an important landscape feature in its own right. Clay Hill is a significant landscape
feature that forms a continuous skyline and frames views from the south. The
southern portion of Clay Hill falls towards the SLA boundary and in topographical
terms relates to the complex of hills and valleys that form Blean Woods SLA. This
portion of Clay Hill, therefore, could be considered to fall within Character Area 1,
and the ridegline could be taken as the boundary to the SLA. However, because
there are no field boundaries or hedges, the ridge is not a clear featre and it is
difficult to discern the crest of the hill. A definitive boundary cannot, therefore, be
identified. In any event the plain character of the slope makes a sharp visual
contrast with the rich landscape that lies to the south. It is therefore considered that

this part of Clay Hill properly falls within Landscape Character Area 3.

As a whole the Yorkletts landscape character area does not display the salient
characteristics of the SLA: it contains neither woodland nor wood meadow and is
therefore in marked contrast to Character Area 1. The high elevation of Clay Hill
itse!f means that the land does not act as a foreground and can not therefore be
described as providing a setting for the woodland blocks of the SLA.

Character Area 4 ~ Seasalter Level
Land to the north west of Blean Woods SLA is a wide, flat, expansive plain leading

to the coastline and includes the North Kent Marshes SLA. The openness and lack

of cover are characteristic of this landscape.
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INustrations of the Character Areas

Selected viewpoints studied are described in more detail below, in order to illustrate
the landscape character areas identified. The location of the viewpoints are shown

on Figure | and they are illustrated with photographs as cross referenced.
Points 2 and 3 ~ Belvedere Farm (refer to Figure 5)

Looking to the north the land flattens out quite abruptly and opens out to a wide
expanse of pasture. The land is typical of Landscape Character Area 3. Rising land
to the east at Ellenden Wood is thickly wooded and frames the area around Clay Hill
which is itself outside the SLA.

Looking to the south west there is a subtle margin to the SLA of undulating land,
with a small scale field pattern. This presents a good compliment to the thick fringe
of woodland beyond. This landscape is of a type that fits into Landscape Character
Area 1.

Point 4 ~ Denstroude Farm (refer to Figure )

Looking to the morth east the horizon is formed by the wide, dome like shape of
Clay Hill. The slopes are shallow but the land rises to an elevation of 75 metres

AOD. The area has qualities that make it part of Landscape Character Area 3.

Looking to the south east the margin of the woodlands is irregular and, coupled
with the undulating topography, makes a rich and attractive landscape. The
horizon is formed of thick woodland. This high quality landscape falls within

Landscape Character Area 1.
Points 11 and 12 ~ Crockam (refer to Figure 7)

Looking north east and north west at the boundary of the SLA the edge of the
woodland is thick and forms a striking pattern with the adjacent pasture; specimen
parkland trees contribute to the attractive quality and make this part of Landscape

Character Area 1.
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Honey Hill (refer to Figure 8)

Looking west from Honey Hill, Clay Hill lies in the centre view and is a significant
landscape feature that forms part of the continuous skyline of the clay ridge.
However Clay Hill has a different landscape character to the adjacent heavily

wooded high land of Ellenden Wood and Blean Wood.

The SLA Designation

The delineation of Blean Woods SLA has been examined in three parallel but

distinct areas of study:

i) the quality of the area has been reviewed,
ii)  the original designation of the SLA has been studied,
iii)  other portions of the SLA margin have been compared.

The quality of the area has been discussed above in paragraph 3.4, Landscape
Character Areas. The original designation is discussed in Section 2.0, Desk Studies
and a comparison with other portions of the SLA margin is made in paragraph 3.9
The SLA Margin. Taken together, these studies have led to the conclusion that parts
of the SLA margin should be extended and that a small part should be deleted; this

is set out in Section 4.0 Conclusions and Recommendations.

Meeting the Criteria

In the “Review of Special Landscape Areas in Kent” prepared by Cobham
Resource Consultants for Kent County Council in 1993, it is explained that the
Special Landscape Arca review is based on two criteria: first that the designation
should be based on natural beauty and second, that the SLA must be of at least
county level importance. For an area to merit SLA status it must display the

following characteristics:

+ scenic quality,

« a sense of place,

« unspoilt character,

« landscape as a resource,
« conservation interest,

* CONSensus.
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Methods of assessment are based on guidance given in the Countryside
Commission’s 1993 advisory booklet Landscape Assessment Guidance, which
provides a systematic means for describing and classifying landscapes that takes into
account subjective and qualitative aspects as well as physical, cultural and historic

ones. The degree to which the area under review meets these criteria is analysed

below.

Scenic Quality

The area of open farmland south of Yorkletts mainly comprises large scale arable
land, with little vegetation at the field boundaries. Clay Hill itself has a plain, dome
shaped landform. In contrast, the area to the west at Dargate Common has an
attractive orchard landscape where the orchards give a strong sense of being in Kent;
the small field size and fine grain of this landscape make a sympathetic edge (o the

woodlands of the SLA.

Sense of Place

Where the area is dominated by large scale fields, such as around Yorklets, there is
little sense of place. However in places where there are orchards, such as in the
western portion of the study area near Dargate, there is a distinct sense of being in
Kent. Although such apple orchards are very characteristic of the north east of Kent
it should be noted that orchards are not a component of the descriptions in the
original SLA designation: the topic papers listed in paragraph 2.3.4 that address
Blean Wood SLA do not include description of the orchard landscape.

Unspoilt Character

The area under review is surrounded by woodland much of which is designated as
ancient woodland and which can be described as unspoilt. Similarly, the area
around Dargate Common can be regarded as unspoilt. The area of hanger
woodland north of Bradbourne Cottages forms part of the main woodland complex

and is clearly also unspoilt.

In contrast, the open area south of Yorkletts which is not designated as SLA is
mainly under agricultural management; even though there are no intrusive or

discordant elements, it can not be termed “unspoilt”.
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Landscape as a Resource

The dominant landscape type of the area excluded from the SLA is farmiand. This
is a widespread resource, in landscape terms, and does not have a rarity value that

merits protection.
Conservation Interest

Blean Woods SLA is valued for the mosaic of habitats it offers. The SLA includes
the Blean Woods NNR and SSSI, the Ellenden Woods SSSI and the East Blean
Woods SSSI. It provides habitat for nationally rare heath fritillary butterfly. In
contrast, the area south of Yorkletts has no nature conservation designations. Being
dominated by arable farming, it can be described as an area of low nature

conservation value.

The Original Designation

The characteristics of the area studied are further tested against the reasons for the
original designation of Blean Woods SLA, in order to ascertain whether detailed
criteria are met. The original reasons ~ also summarised in paragraph 2.7.2 of this

report ~ are as follows:

i) an extensive block of woodland,

ii) a main woodland complex that includes ‘satellite’ woodland outliers,

iii) heavily wooded and of a character that is rare in Kent,

iv) the woods are of high nature conservation interest,

v) areas of wood pasture are included,

vi) the close proximity of the sea gives the area a distinctive sense of place,

vii) there is topographical variation, which contributes to give a sense of
remoteness,

viii) it is an arable area that has woodland as a backdrop or context,

ix) it is a limited area of attractive orchard,

X) it is a limited extent of hedgerow or shelterbelt.

It is clear that the majority of the area examined which has been defined as
Landscape Character Area 3 does not have the main attributes behind designation of
the SLA, points i) to v) inclusive listed above. Nor does it meet reasons vii), ix) and



DI B0 N B A

sEaNsNalS

L]

f
|

ST U R T O B

ool U

LU

R T S B T A S T U0 B O

L

_
.

3.8.3

3.8.4

3.8.5

3.9

3.9.1

20

x) above. However, it can be described as an arable area with a woodland context
and is also distinctive because of the relative proximity of the sea. Nevertheless, it is

considered that meeting these reasons alone is insufficient ground to merit SLA

status.

The high land of Clay Hill is part of the same geological complex as the hills of
Blean Wood, meaning that its geological form is the same as that of fand within the
SLA. Furthermore the southern portion of Clay Hill relates, in topographical terms,
closely to the complex of hills and valleys that form the Blean Woods SLA.
Consideration has therefore been given to the suitability of including the southern
slopes of Clay Hill within the SLA. However the ridgeline of the hill, which would
define the new boundary to he SLA is not readily discernible. This is partly because
the slopes are slack and partly because there is not vegetation to reinforce the ridge
visually. Therefore the ridgeline cannot be recommended as a robust and definitive
northern boundary to the SLA. Of more fundamental concern, however, is that the
plain arable character of the southern slope, and of Clay Hill as a whole, is in
marked contrast to the rich wooded landscape to the south. Because of this it is
considered that Clay Hill does not have the salient attributes of the SLA.

Land further north, around Yorkletts and towards the A299, does not display
characteristics that would merit SLA designation. It is therefore considered that it

would be inappropriate to extend the SLA to include any part of Character Area 3.

The area around Dargate Common, however, does meet many of the original
reasons for the designation of Blean Woods SLA. Reasons vi) to x) inclusive are all
evident in the landscape character of the Dargate Common area, it being. of

consistent character with the SLA, Character Area 1.

The SLA Margin

Selected margins of the SLA beyond the study area have been briefly reviewed in
order to examine the relationship between the woodland itseif and those areas that
act as settings to the woodland. This broad assessment has been undertaken in order
to provide a comparison between the Dargate and Denstroude area that is under
review and other margins. Four different areas have been reviewed; between them

they are regarded as providing a reasonable basis for comparison.
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Clowes Farm (Grid ref. TR 1263E)

This is a localised area of high ground that lies in the northern portion of the SLA.
It has been selected because it is elevated and because it does not have any woodland
cover and ~ as discussed previously ~ the intrinsic character of this SLA is that of
woodland. In its elevation and openness the area is similar to Clay Hill. However,
the Clowes Farm area is dissimilar to Clay Hill in two important ways: one, it is
almost completely surrounded by woodland and two, it is much smaller than Clay
Hill. The close relationship between Clowes Hill and the surrounding woodland is
further reinforced by the fact that the woodland margins are indented. It is

therefore considered appropriate that this area is designated as SLA.
Broad Oak (Grid ref. TR 1262)

This is a wide band measuring 2 kms by 1 km. It is an area with a complex
topography, with the overall slope rising up to West Blean Wood. The northern part
of this area has a strong backdrop of woodland with varied and indented margins.
The field pattern is quite small and the land is also finely dissected by tracks and
roads. It provides a sympathetic setting to the woodland and it is considered
appropriate that the area is included within Blean Woods SLA. Clearly the intricate,
fine grain of the landscape around Broad Oak is very different to the plain

jandscape around Yorkletts.
Ridgeway Farm (Grid ref. TR 1865)

This area is not wooded but does include two outlying areas of woodland. It merits
inclusion within the SLA in order to “capture” these outliers. The area also
provides an attractive setting for East Blean Woods to the south. Because of the
presence of woodland the Ridgeway Farm area is of higher landscape quality than
Yorkletts and it is considered appropriate that it is included in the SLA.

Ruckinge Farm (Grid ref. TR 1565)

A northern portion of the SLA between Warren Farm and Ruckinge Farm has been
briefly reviewed. Two outcrops of the main clay ridge, Knowel Hill and a second
knoll, rise to around 40 metres AOD and their subtle contours give an attractive and
varied topography that is complimentary to the main SLA. The fields south of

Warren Farm form an intricate, indented margin with the woodland of Thornden
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Wood. There are trees in the fields north of Warren Farm and these, together with
the wooded shaw of Bleanbottom, means that even although the area under review is
not itself wooded, it is of a complimentary landscape character to Blean Woods SLA.
An addition to the SLA in the Local Plan, takes the SLA up to the A 299 Thanet
Way Improvement which means that the area under review lies within a clear,
defensible boundary. It is considered appropriate that this area is designated as
SLA.

Yorkletts (Character Area 3)

3.9.6  In contrast to the four areas discussed briefly above, the landscape south of Yorkletts
can broadly be described as open and plain: it has only one small block of
woodland and there is little vegetation at field boundaries. The open, arable land
running over the hill known as Clay Hill contrasts with the other margins to the SLA,.
which rise up towards the woodlands. Clay Hill itself, whilst generally attractive,
does not have a special rarity nor an unusual beauty and there is no particular sense
of being in Kent. Nevertheless, Clay Hill is an important topographical feature in
the landscape and forms a continuous skyline with Blean Woods. The hill also

contains views from the south.

3.9.7 It is, however, clear that the core attributes of the SLA are not manifest in the area
south of Yorkletts. The woodland cover over Clay Hill was lost in the early 1960°s
and the land has low nature conservation value because it is now under arable
farming. The open area that lies south of Yorkletts and immediately north of the
SLA has a landscape character that is different from that of the land within the SLA

and is considered to be modest visual quality.



0 S R D B R

I T U O A S R S A S R S

A SR

L

4.0 Conclusions and Recommendations



O oo u

oy

U A 0 B U 0 A O

L.

oLl L

4.0

4.1

4.1.1

4.2

4.2.1

4.2.2

42.3

23

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The Yorkletts Area (Character Area 3)

The intrinsic landscape character of the SLA is that of mixed woodland and wood
meadow. The area south of Yorkletts is, in contrast, mainly arable land with
relatively few landscape features and a simple landform. Thus this part of the study
area, although surrounded on three sides by SLA, is itself very different in ifs
landscape character, does not have qualities that are consistent with those found in

the SLA and should not be included in it.
Review of the SLA Boundary

Boundary Revisions

There are three portions of the SLA boundary that is under study where changes are

recommended; these areas are highlighted on Figure 9, Recommended Changes.

Bradbourne Cottages (Grid ref. TR 0961).

Thisr area, marked a on Figure 10, is in Swale Borough, lying immediately to the
west of Clay Hill and north of Bradbourne Cottages. It is an area of hanger
woodland that links entirely with the main woodland. The area was included within
the SLA in the initial Kent Countryside Plan dated 1983. However, in the Deposit
Draft Swale Borough Local Plan dated January 1996 the area is excluded from the
SLA, although it is stili designated as a Site of Nature Conservation Importance in
Kent. It is considered that the initial delineation was appropriate and it is
recommended that the boundary be altered during the review process to include the

hanger woodland within Blean Woods SLA.

Ellenden Wood

The second area, marked b on Figure 10, is in Canterbury District and borders
Ellenden Wood, lying north east of Clay Hill. The delineation of the boundary was
contested at Public Local Inquiry and is summarised in Appearance Statement
CCC/PR/28. At the Inquiry Canterbury City Council concurred with the objector
and agreed .to revise the boundary to follow the edge of Ellenden Wood. The
original reason for including this area within the SLA was because it contained scrub
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woodland but in the period following publication of the Kent Countryside Plan in
983 the vegetation was removed. Furthermore, there are no boundary features to
define the western limit. It is therefore considered appropriate to amend the
boundary to follow the edge of the woodland, in accordance with the line shown in

Plan | of the Appearance Statement, and to delete this area from Blean Woods SLA.

Dargate Common

It is also recommended that the SLA boundary be extended northwards around
Dargate Common to include the fringe of orchards and small fields. This area,
marked ¢ on Figure 10, forms an attractive border to the SLA and there is a strong
sense of being in Kent. It is a high quality landscape and should be included within
the designated SLA.

Recommended Boundary

It is recommended that the boundary of Blean Woods SLA be redefined as
summarised above. The recommended delineation of the SLA boundary is shown

on Figure 10, Recommended Boundary.
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BLEAN WOODS SPECIAL LANDSCAPE AREA REVIEW

1. SUMMARY

The Partners to this project wish to review the boundary of the Blean Woods Special
Landscape Area in the Dargate/Denstroude area to ensure the current inconsistencies are
addressed (see location plan).

The study will focus on the current designation and ways in which its boundaries have
been defined. It will ensure the SLA is drawn in a consistent way with other similar
landscapes and parts of this SLA.

Consultants will be expected to draw conclusions from their assessment of this area and
comparisons with other good practice and make clear any proposals they have for the area.
The assessment should therefore be clearly set out and contain a summary which will be
capable of being understood by the ‘layman’.

The results of the study will form important inputs into the planning work of both local
authorities and in particular to the preparation and review of local plans. The consultants
will also be required to present the results of their study to a joint meeting of the project
partners.

In tendering for this contract, Consultants will be expected to demonstrate how they would
address these matters and to give examples of similar exercises they have undertaken
elsewhere.
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2. INTRODUCTION

2.1 Background

The current SLA boundary is taken from the Kent Countryside Plan (1983) and the
background to its assessment is set out in the Report of Survey and Issues - July 1980.
The production of the Deposit Draft Canterbury District Local Plan (1994} and Deposit
Draft Swale Borough Local Plan (1996) have highlighted the inconsistencies of boundaries .

. to the SLA in the Dargate-Denstroude area. The two local authorities wish to retain the

services of landscape specialists to address this issue. In particular, the report will be
expected to give guidance on criteria for boundary definition and a new suggested
boundary which may arise from consideration of the area’s characteristics.

2.2  The Project Partners

The study will be advanced by a partnership of Canterbury City Council and Swale Borough
Council,
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3. AIMS AND OBJECTIVES -
3.1 The primary objectives of this study are:

A. Landscape character area definition - A description is required of the characteristics
making up a Special Landscape Area. The study should address the methods of defining
special landscape areas with a view to setting down criteria for the definition of
boundaries.

B. Review of current boundary definition - This will address the way in which the
boundaries of the current Special Landscape Area were derived. More particularly, the
types of areas which have been included within the Blean Woods Special Landscape Area,
including the main woodland complexes, outliers of the woodland and areas providing the
setting to the main woodland itself. This may include a review of other parts of the SLA
and how these areas have been handled throughout the strategic designation.

The study will be expected to follow accepted methodology as described in Countryside
Commission practice. Key visual points will also need to be identified from which the
area’s character can be assessed.

C. Detailed boundary definition criteria - The study will be expected to give a clear and
defensible set of criteria with which to assess current boundaries and any changes to the
existing boundary. This will draw on experience of the consultants elsewhere in
undertaking landscape area assessments of county importance and will also relate
particularly to the circumstances within Kent.

4, AREA OF STUDY

Around Dargate and Denstroude - an indication of the area is shown on Plan 1 - the study
will address the boundary between points A and B.

5. REQUIREMENTS

5.1 This investigation will require detailed site appraisals together with the collation
and analysis of existing data and information. The main sources of information are

likely to be:

a) a desk study of published documents and other relevant sources of information
available locally.

b} consultation with local groups and representatives, and other relevant regional and

national organisations.

Site visits will be essential to understand the nature of the area and to assess the situation
in the SLA and other landscape designations in Kent.

A list of background information and a suggested list of consultees are shown in Appendix
1.
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Consultants will be expected to complete the study in a period not to exceed three months
from the date of commission. The investigation will be in two stages:-

5.2 Stage 1 will conclude with an interim report outlining the main issues and draft
recommendations.

There is likely to be a break of about three weeks between Stages 1 and 2, to allow
for consultation and for a brief review.

5.3 Stage 2 - A final report and recommendations. This will be presented to a joint
meeting of the project partners and the consultant.

5.4 Reports

5.4.1 Stage 1: An interim report will be required for comment to cover Stage 1 work,
followed by a meeting with the project partners. At least 6 copies of the report will
be required.

5.4.2 Stége 2: The next stage will involve the submission of the draft final report (6
copies) - for comment, at least 3 weeks before the end of the contract period.
Following comments from the project partners the final report will be produced {25
copies),

The final report should:-
* be a colour document;
* contain sketches, photographs and annotated plans;
* should be A4 in size with, if necessary, A3 maps folded to A4 at a scale no
smaller than 1:25,000; :
* include an executive summary;
* include field data used in the analysis of study area as an annex;

The copyright of the document and any database compiled in relation to this review, rests
with the project partners. The master copy and all original artwork should be submitted
with 25 copies of the final report to the project partners. The emphasis should be on
producing a constructive working document which will be used to progress the chosen
option. It should be in a form capable of being copied for future presentations and for use
as a working document,

6. ADMINISTRATION

6.1 Canterbury City Council will assume the role of Client and Coordinator on behalf of
the funders.

6.2 The contract will be awarded by Canterbury City Council. The Consultant will be
expected to commence work within 3 weeks of receiving the formal notification.

6.3 Payment will be in 2 parts, and will be made within 28 days of satisfactory
completion of each stage.

Stage 1 50% of quoted fixed fee
Stage 2 remaining 50% of fee.
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7.1

7.2

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5}

7.3

TENDER SUBMISSION

Consultants are requested to provide a realistic quote which covers all aspects of
the study, as set out in this brief.

In submitting tenders, Consultants are requested to provide:-

Details of the project team and their experience in relation to the work required.
Information will be required on the actual team undertaking the work, Tenderers
should give outline details of similar studies undertaken by the team members and
these should be submitted with tenders if required - to be returned.

An outline project management plan and method statement.

Details of fees. The sum quoted should be a fixed fee and should include all printing
costs, charges etc, stationery costs, map and plan purchase, transport and other
expenses. The tender sum should be exclusive of VAT. An allowance should be
made for at least two daytime meetings at Canterbury - as referred to in section 5.

A breakdown of costs and manhours in relation to the two stages and particular
aspects of the study.

Consultants are ‘asked to quote for possible attendance at any subsequent public
inquiries and to give hourly/daily rates for both principal and landscape architect
level staff (current rates and those likely to pertain in 1998/99) .

Details of fees should be set out in the accompanying Tender Document.

This appointment will be under the terms and conditions as set out in the Tender
Document. A shortlist of Tenderers will be invited to make a brief presentation by the
project leader. The successful tender will be chosen on a combination of price and quality.
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APPENDIX 1
BACKGROUND INFORMATION / CONSULTEES
Background Information

The following documents can be made available to the successful Tenderer at the
commencement of Stage 1.

Canterbury District Local Plan {(1994)

Swale Borough Locai Plan {1996)

Kent Countryside Plan Written Statement (1983)

Kent Countryside Plan Report of Survey (1980)

Canterbury District Local Plan Background Proof Number 3: Landscape (1996)
Canterbury District Local Plan Technical Paper Three: Landscape, Nature Conservation
and Open Space {1994)

Swale Local Plan Topic Paper No.2 Environmental Issues 1996

Eastern Swale Landscape Assessment KCC 1996

Consultees {Not exhaustive)

Details of contact names, addresses and telephone numbers of the consultees listed
below will be supplied to the successful tenderer.

Blean Parish Council

Dunkirk Parish Council

Hernhill Parish Council -

Graveney with Goodnestone Parish Council
Whitstable Society

Favergham Society

Top -
Council for the Protection of Rural England

Countryside Commission
Forestry Authority

National Farmers Union

Country Landowners Association
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BLEAN WOODS LANDSCAPE QUALITY - ASSESSMENT FORM

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREA : -

LOCATION : highalbveet
DATE : 3 Twme 1997 VIEWPOINT NO : 1
WEATHER : Ueos l/iq W ctond DIRECTION QOF VIEW : O wuhn
LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS
LANDCOVER LANDFORM FIELD BOUNDARIES | SETTLEMENT .
Arable vV Flat Thick hedges Isolated farms/buildings v
Pasture v Gently sloping Clipped hedges |/ Agricuitural buildings/bams
Heath Steeply sloping . Laid hedges ‘ Historical features
Common Undulating v Mixed hedges Hamlets
Rough grassland Hill Intermittent hedges Villages
Scrub Mountain Hedgebanks Towns
Woodland v’ Valley Woodland
Forest Plantation - Plateau With trees FIELD SIZE
Watermeadow Floodplain Without trees Small
Parkland Post and wire fence Medium
Amenity ROUTES / TRANSPORT | Fencing Large
oremord v Railway Stone walls
WATER FEATURES | Tracks OTHER

Lanes FIELD PATTERN

Minor roads Regular

Major roads |/ Irregular

Rectangular \/
Linear
AESTHETIC FEATURES

ORGANISATION / PROPORTION AND BALANCE OF ELEMENTS :
Rer moraged womad § arable fierds o e m%or'u-v-, —
s Wed buwr wooddovdl m  Aviad aronad (N Iorowv'w\ .

SCALE DIVERSITY UNITY -
Openv” Uniform Unified vV
Enclosed Simple Interrupted
Confined Diverse Fragmented

Complex |/ Chaotic
TEXTURE /COLOUR :

Mere is a AYONg waNOST W FEXTWE berden fechiuneas oveomard
4 ocnoble load . AgAwudiwal heoQed e moaaged i pomcd Thage

CONTRIBUTIONS TO GENIUS LOCI1/SENSE OF PLACE :
Twe  waodl alr v e qro.md ae  Lormlead o S Al

oUSRALHVELY] 1cent™.

VIEWS :
Wee ol Lloag nedd pamed o me  wun g

by} Aag Wo oded o]roum-d. A vnews 4 paireng
open NMetE  Swhelrer bed s o natable  peaveE "

cast

e ],OJNJOAO‘. .
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BLEAN WOODS LANDSCAPE QUALITY - ASSESSMENT FORM

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREA :

LOCATION : Pewvedee Form
DATE : 3 Tume 1997 VIEWPOINT NO e
WEATHER : o chond DIRECTION OF VIEW : AOY I
LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS
LANDCOVER LANDFORM FIELD BOUNDARIES | SETTLEMENT
Arable v~ Flat Thick hedges Isolated farms/buildings
Pasture v/~ Gently sloping Clipped hedges Agricultural buildings/bams
Heath - Steeply sloping Laid hedges Historical features
Common Undulating " Mixed hedges Hamlets
Rough grassland Hill Intermittent hedges \/ Villages
Scrub Mountain Hedgebanks Towns
Woodland Valley Woodland v/
Forest Plantation Plateau With trees FIELD SIZE
Watermeadow Floodplain Without trees Small
Parkland Post and wire fence Medium -
Amenity ROUTES / TRANSPORT | Fencing Large
o7 emavol v Railway Stone walls

WATER FEATURES | Tracks OTHER

Lanes FIELD PATTERN

Minor roads Regular

Major roads Irregular

Rectangular
Linear

AESTHETIC FEATURES

ORGANISATION 7 PROPORTION AND BALANCE OF ELEMENTS :
Open paramdond  LUS Ao o S AE bW 1Veng blotS

o woodlowd A nigh woad ®e Aol olOnm AN

SCALE DIVERSITY UNITY .
Open *° Uniform Unified v
Enclosed Simple Interrupted
Confined Diverse / Fragmented

Complex Chaotic
TEXTURE /COLOUR :

Dease wooddoad WANAYRS $vophy @uwm Wk pormiaad .
Ordereol ovomosas  od¥d  pronde o EYAKIAL oarraxT

CONTRIBUTIONS TO GENIUS LOCI/SENSE OF PLACE :
Opéen parmiond 5 nér dithadive 1o ko™ bur predences

o ovonasdh oF e PENPUSTY G MiS vied b choralteiiic d-ked

VIEWS :
A hude mexed heoRe g NEES pYm YOG wakguamed

o e 0w, Mee oe bimg nedS o e A e QYT
over  poradond & Lambeww B Fam WES o cenbe ABA.
™e Twol  wpde Aeds Lamb e harst Farm  is o OASPAUAVE

Neomet a we 0irn bload wable loadscepe
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BLEAN WOODS LANDSCAPE QUALITY - ASSESSMENT FORM

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREA :
LOCATION: Norim 6 Bradbowne (othaged
DATE : 3 JTwie 1497 VIEWPOINT NO : O

WEATHER:  cléos, gt cowd  DIRECTIONOF VIEW: — Ao/im 3 Oun

LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS
LANDCOVER LANDFORM FIELD BOUNDARIES | SETTLEMENT
Arable v~ Flat Thick hedges Isclated farms/buildings v~
Pasture Gently sloping Clipped hedges Agricultural buildings/barns
Heath Steeply sloping Laid hedges Historical features
Common Undulating v Mixed hedges Hamlets
Rough grassland Hill Intermittent hedges v | Villages
Scrub Mountain Hedgebanks Towns
Woodiand l/ Valley Woodland
Forest Plantation Plateau With trees FIELD SIZE
Watermeadow Floodplain Without trees Small
Parkland Post and wire fence Medium
Amenity ROUTES / TRANSPORT | Fencing Large -/

Railway Stone walls
WATER FEATURES | Tracks OTHER

Lanes / FIELD PATTERN

Minor roads Regular

Major roads Irregular

Rectangular
Linear

AESTHETIC FEATURES

ORGANISATION / PROPORTION AND BALANCE OF ELEMENTS :
In We aeo. to e asrm me pvmlaad tmabf_ape ARAMAIES .

To Me $OWbn MEE iS5 aA 1A LOFE wvXiwWe O WodAS & meadod

SCALE DIVERSITY UNITY
Open v~ Uniform Unified v~
Enclosed Simple Interrupted
Confined | Diverse Fragmented

Complex l/ Chaotic
TEXTURE/COLOUR:

mee ae  ¥vong OANASTS ©w  tetrwe berween
woocMond &  parmiond.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO GENIUS LOCI/ SENSE OF PLACE :
Me 0/e0. 0 e Towm 5 hpicod o BoOodell Ken.

Me oea o We norm hads wo oL TN AUAVE SEasE ) pPlale.

VIEWS :
LOOKING ROLTH :  afrer e mbrle vestr o Uam HU e

1ond ok EAS  owr verq obrnpt i 4

0pEdS  Ow 0 open  pasmit ond.
WIOKA NG ¥OWH e AWeRd 18 - Yvvod SCoke !_imob

neodtdy)  pingedt A Do0oUOAS




BLEAN WOODS LANDSCAPE QUALITY - ASSESSMENT FORM

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREA :

LOCATION: Denskowgle Form

1 I

oo oocibbocolb oD

1

L

S ES

O

I

D

DATE : 3 Twe 43T VIEWPOINT NO : “+
WEATHER: hmn awwond DIRECTION OF VIEW : Naov
LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS
LANDCOVER LANDFORM FIELD BOUNDARIES | SETTLEMENT
Arable Flat Thick hedges Isolated farms/buildings v/
Pasture v~ Gently sloping v Clipped hedges Agricultural buildings/barns
Heath Steeply sloping Laid hedges Historical features
Common Undulating Mixed hedges Hamlets
Rough grassland Hill . Intermittent hedges |/~ Villages
Scrub Mountain Hedgebanks Towns
Woodland Valley Woodiand
Forest Plantation - Plateau : With trees 1, . ‘ FIELD SIZE
Watermeadow Floodplain Without trees Small '
Parkland Post and wire fence Medium
Amenity ROUTES / TRANSPORT | Fencing Largey

Railway Stone walls
WATER FEATURES | Tracks OTHER

Lanes FIELD PATTERN

Minor roads Regular

Major roads Irregular

Rectangular
Linear

AESTHETIC FEATURES

ORGANISATION/ PROPORTION AND BALANCE OF ELEMENTS :
Wide expeasdse o posrwe O Me Aominad—  element .

Heady] pargE 6 Woockiond is  prominent.

SCALE DIVERSITY UNITY
Open v~ Uniform Unified &
Enclosed Simple Interrupted
Confined Diverse Fragmented

Complex Chaotic
TEXTURE /COLOUR :

haw green  wolow ¢ me  padtwe Adrmnales
COANAKYS Qdm AW Qrebn woootda~d .

CONTRIBUTIONS TO GENIUS LOCI/ SENSE OF PLACE : ‘
EXponsive  § woddshwb ed  laaddcape un L6 wan mades

Nem eSS wable . NIT chajadentve & Lenlr i .

VIEWS :
Uom RAU  had |Ja.l"/ proed JoOlaA
ndF v o dGEadE U Thape,

Wi  viadt nole

MIPES Amuh Ao
Vieds 1o me awvm oe uated by o honlOt G

o mqhes land .
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BLEAN WOODS LANDSCAPE QUALITY - ASSESSMENT FORM
LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREA :

LOCATION : Densivonde

DATE : 3 Twe 149 VIEWPOINT NO : S
WEATHER:  cle0f; uqh cond DIRECTION OF VIEW : Sowi
LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS
LANDCOYVER LANDFORM FIELD BOUNDARIES | SETTLEMENT
Arable v Fiat Thick hedges Tsolated farms/buildings v
Pasture \/ Gently sloping \/ Clipped hedges Agricultural buildings/barns
Heath Steeply sloping Laid hedges Historical features
Commeon Undulating Mixed hedges Hamlets
Rough grassland Hill v~ Intermittent hedges Villages
Scrub Mountain Hedgebanks Towns
Woodland Valley Woodland
Forest Plantation Plateau With trees FIELD SIZE
Watermeadow Floodplain Without trees Small
Parkland Post and wire fence Medium v
Amenity ROUTES / TRANSPORT | Fencing Large

Railway Stone walls
WATER FEATURES | Tracks OTHER

Lanes FIELD PATTERN

Minor roads \/ Regular

Major roads Irreguiar v~

Rectangular
Linear

AESTHETIC FEATURES

ORGANISATION / PROPORTION AND BALANCE OF ELEMENTS :
Mere i5 o hamowond baloaae & /3 eoch o fOUNIAG

clement® | Woogodhard [/ ordaosd [ pamiond.
SCALE - DIVERSITY UNITY
Open v/ Uniform Unified v~
Enclosed Simple Interrupted
Confined Diverse Fragmented
Complex |/ Chaotic
TEXTURE fCOLOUR :

Mee ol $Vong LOANWATTS W texXitwe berdet me doslc
greon  woods> g ime rectiWneQ/ vight™ green o Cin A/AD .

CONTRIBUTIONS TO GENIUS LOCI/SENSE OF PLACE :
Mis  UNOLRVE Lowbiaghioi & €eme~tS v mpical G—

e Ofrern Ko~ |

VIEWS :
Mee 5 o wWide poaroramo. UOOIQAQ] $Ohhe | lialEd by

n"%n'n\.l\, Wooded a{OMd. Me wed s very aiathive

4 oAtainS o dch ngEé @ eremeMS,
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BLEAN WOODS LANDSCAPE QUALITY - ASSESSMENT FORM

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREA : -
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LOCATION ; EUenrden wood
DATE ; 3 Twme 1941 VIEWPOINT NO : 7
WEATHER : LKgwt  Mowd - DIRECTION OF VIEW: westT
LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS
LANDCOVER LANDFORM FIELD BOUNDARIES | SETTLEMENT
Arable v~ Flat Thick hedges Isolated farms/buildings
Pasture Gently sloping -/ Clipped hedges Agricultural buildings/barns
Heath Steeply sloping Laid hedges Historical features
Common Undulating Mixed hedges Hamlets
Rough grassland Hill Intermittent hedgesv”” | Villages
Scrub Mountain Hedgebanks Towns
Woodland |/ Valley Woodland
Forest Plantation Plateau With trees o FIELD SIZE_
Watermeadow Floodplain Without trees Small
Parkland Post and wire fence Medium
Amenity ROUTES / TRANSPORT | Fencing Large |/

Railway Stone walls
WATER FEATURES | Tracks OTHER

Lanes FIELD PATTERN

Minor roads v~ Regular

Major roads Irregular

Rectangular
Linear

AESTHETIC FEATURES

ORGANISATION / PROPORTION AND BALANCE OF ELEMENTS :
Orqwiacunou\ 5 dominaled Dv] la/g & scale asable piedls
N afe e gommmAaodT @lemed .

SCALE DIVERSITY UNITY

Open " Uniform Unified "

Enclosed Simple " Interrupted

Confined Diverse Fragmented
Complex Chaotic

TEXTURE/COLOUR.:

Arable land @Wl vafq w wiow § rextive . Wooddaxd o
A QW gromd to e o aliueo oavaedr is wilow § TEXTrwe

CONTRIBUTIONS TO GENIUS LOCI/ SENSE OF PLACE :
Me arolple peads oo adlm hade o duoha ™ sende 0 place.

Wooddond beyord & tpical g castem Kot .

VIEWS : .
Me e & domunated by aable pasatond | Qum

Lombernw O Farm n me cenlve wned . Wooddard o
mgh qromd o e soum 4 et provides  a

MmO re  oastont JfJg.méy'aa\fL .
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BLEAN WOODS LANDSCAPE QUALITY - ASSESSMENT FORM

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREA :

LOCATION : Yorilledtd
DATE : 3B Jwe 99T VIEWPOINT NO : *
WEATHER : cAeas DIRECTION OF VIEW : 0w
LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS
LANDCOVER LANDFORM FIELD BOUNDARIES | SETTLEMENT
Arable v Flat Thick hedges Isolated farms/buildings
Pasture v’ Gently sloping v’ Clipped hedges Agricultural buildings/barns
Heath Steeply sloping Laid hedges Historical features
Common Undulating Mixed hedges/ Hamlets
Rough grassland Hillv” Intermittent hedges Villages
Scrub Mountain Hedgebanks Towns
Woodland 1/ Valley Woodland
Forest Plantation Plateau - With trees FIELD SIZE
Watermeadow Floodplain Without trees Small
Parkland Post and wire fence Medium v
Amenity ROUTES / TRANSPORT | Fencing Large

Railway Stone walls
WATER FEATURES | Tracks OTHER

Lanes FIELD PATTERN

Minor roads v~ Regular

Major roads Irregular v

Rectangular
Linear

AESTHETIC FEATURES

ORGANISATION / PROPORTION AND BALANCE OF ELEMENTS :
Foifly equod  proporhon o hagh , Wooded load 4 LOR

tming  pormd ard
SCALE DIVERSITY UNITY
Open v Uniform Unified
Enclosed Simple Interrupted
Confined Diverse v~ Fragmented
Complex Chaotic
TEXTURE/COLOUR :

Deep  areen wlow™ o me oodland ONWadrS Fivarg
AUm e Ughts”  dlow 4 reXrwes o wme parmianol.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO GENIUS LOCI/ SENSE OF PLACE :

Me 6D WAFRIAS WO AN AT I0dScepe  a/odss

welds  Famlond chareder s alr dwavelv mak o {Coat™
VIEWS : - .

MeEe s o Wide pororama dum Wwooded Holm HW

dgn noring e WEVTEN porihign . To wme Axm mé wond

W AGS Very eXpaamven w o wa¥rad plain . WS

WEAP B i& o MoaviWen print” berieen oa  iniord

lorckSLape g woooed WUS § e HOI wallad 16/5.
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BLEAN WOODS LANDSCAPE QUALITY - ASSESSMENT FORM

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREA :
hgnarreetr - Daogare

LOCATION:
DATE : 3 Twe 1997 VIEWPOINT NO : ©
WEATHER: Ligqnt ctond DIRECTION OF VIEW : Fowhy
LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS
LANDCOVER LANDFORM FIELD BOUNDARIES | SETTLEMENT
Arable Flat .~ Thick hedges Isolated farms/buildings
Pasture v~ Gently sloping Clipped hedges Agricultural buildings/barns
Heath Steeply sloping Laid hedges Historical features
Common Undulating Mixed hedges Hamlets
Rough grassland Hill .~ Intermittent hedges 7 Villages
Serub Mountain Hedgebanks - Towns
Woodland .~ Valley Woodland
Forest Plantation Plateau With trees FIELD SIZE
Watermeadow Floodplain Without trees Small
Parkland Post and wire fence Medium
Amenity ROUTES / TRANSPORT | Fencing Large L~

Railway Stone walls
WATER FEATURES | Tracks OTHER

Lanes FIELD PATTERN

Minor roads 1~ Regular

Major roads Irregular v~

Rectangular
Linear

AESTHETIC FEATURES

ORGANISATION / PROPORTION AND BALANCE OF ELEMENTS :
MO ved s odomialred by e Widée  eXpanse  Sp—

arople land.
SCALE DIVERSITY UNITY
Open Uniform Unified &~
Enclosed Simple v Interrupted
Confined | Diverse Fragmented
Complex Chaotic
TEXTURE/COLOUR : :

Me textwe 3 wolow & e oable land AU vam
4 haio oreo o AGLES e vigd. Wooddoad om  wigh growd
LON OB I Sow & teXtwe.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO GENIUS LOCI/SENSE OF PLACE :
Me oper orable lad hasS wo ASRALKWVE Sense d- ploce .

Wooddaad bevomd is tpital o Kear ownl wot mmﬁ/«e to &

VIEWS :
MiS  nedpoialm gives oo WidE ponwama. Al LA &7 tns BT

Fom n Wwe coabe groma . Me aud 4 ove Qronads o€

por ¢4 peaeaEss bur Wooddoud beyond gived oA

oAvolhve yo.mcf,vowk.
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BLEAN WOODS LANDSCAPE QUALITY - ASSESSMENT FORM

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREA:

LOCATION:  Da/qate
DATE : 3 Jwe daT VIEWPOINT NO : q
WEATHER : W g W Aond . DIRECTION OF VIEW : Touwht  eatt
LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS
LANDCOVER LANDFORM FIELD BOUNDARIES | SETTLEMENT
Arable Flat Thick hedges Isolated farms/buildings
Pasture Gently sloping v Clipped hedges Agricultural buildings/barns
Heath Steeply sloping Laid hedges Historical features
Common Undulating Mixed hedges Hamlets
Rough grassland Hil ¢~ Intermittent hedges Villages
Scrub Mountain Hedgebanks Towns
Woodland I/ Valley Woodland
Forest Plantation Plateau With trees FIELD SIZE
‘Watermeadow Floodplain Without trees Small
Parkland Post and wire fence Medium
Amenity ROUTES / TRANSPORT | Fencing Large
Orcnord o Railway Stone walls

WATER FEATURES | Tracks OTHER

Lanes FIELD PATTERN

Minor roads Regular

Major roads Irregular

Rectangular "
Linear

AESTHETIC FEATURES

ORGANISATION / PROPORTION AND BALANCE OF ELEMENTS :

Oroma/ds LM me wed, Wi Wooddead “vible bev owd
w b b e M eed .
SCALE DIVERSITY UNITY
Open Uniform Unified "
Enclosed v~ Simple w—" Interrupted
Confined Diverse Fragmented
Complex Chaotic
TEXTURE/COLOUR :
Vieds iAtD e ovdhafd holde a A teXtWE g e ot

Nees mor WM vay  Searseneking .

CONTRIBUTIONS TO GENIUS LOCI/ SENSE OF PLACE :
Me apple ovuaards ae pical O eatera Keal bwl afe

o hag il MMa.ﬂ\&‘d‘, LOVAMGr A b (el SD-0E

VIEWS :
Oronoids domnote me Med{de a highiny sdeed,

fech inear [orddcape. Woockdad bevmd gives o—
didtoar pamedait ek~ is  adYo Anble bPemdum

e |.rw'\r NEeES |
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BLEAN WOODS LANDSCAPE QUALITY - ASSESSMENT FORM

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREA :

LOCATION : D a/ola./f’e

DATE : 3 Jwae  1947F VIEWPOINT NO : 10
WEATHER: (lear, scotfered caowue] DIRECTION OF VIEW : FTwWN
LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS
LANDCOVER LANDFORM FIELD BOUNDARIES | SETTLEMENT
Arable Flat Thick hedges Isolated farms/buildings
Pasture Gently sloping l./ Clipped hedges v~ Agricultural buildings/bams
Heath Steeply sloping Laid hedges Historical features
Common Undulating Mixed hedges Hamiets
Rough grassland Hill Intermittent hedges Villages
Serub Mountain Hedgebanks Towns
Woodland v Valley Woodland
Forest Plantation Plateau With trees FIELD SIZE
Watermeadow Floodplain Without trees Small
Parkland Post and wire fence Mediumy~"
Amenity ROUTES / TRANSPORT | Fencing Large
Oronasd Railway Stone walls
WATER FEATURES | Tracks OTHER

Lanes FIELD PATTERN

Minor roadsp” Regular

Major roads Irregular '/

Rectangular
Linear

AESTHETIC FEATURES

ORGANISATION / PROPORTION AND BALANCE OF ELEMENTS :
Egpmal baloace a- wooddend ¢ ovchard .

SCALE DIVERSITY UNITY
Open Uniform Unified +*
Enclosed Simplev”” Interrupted
Confined Diverse Fragmented
Complex Chaotic
TEXTURE /COLOUR : .

Dask. masS @ deuomond Wwoocdard  (oAMVAD  Kum open
teXhve ¢ e ovuomordd.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO GENIUS LOCI/ SENSE OF PLACE : _
TS is & §Vogly deyined (adscape Kom ar mnwdmal

LOMBIAGMON 0 e1embals mal are hypical g KOATT

VIEWS : .
Distou Veds afe LBimed by high, wooded gromd . M&

(0ad BAE o Gfen Uakd i wigh, pleathed hedes aw~th
plodl WeAd owk . ™S s  a- mm%ed g wel cored  pov
laads capl tal 5 chosadeitne & ea¥rern Ko™~
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BLEAN WOODS LANDSCAPE QUALITY - ASSESSMENT FORM

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREA :

LOCATION: Crockiham
DATE 3 Twme 1497 VIEWPOINT NO : i
WEATHER : H AE DIRECTION OF VIEW : AOrhW  eastr
LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS
LANDCOVER LANDFORM FIELD BOUNDARIES | SETTLEMENT
Arable Flat Thick hedges Isolated farms/buildings
Pasture v Gently sloping Clipped hedges Agricultural buildings/barns
Heath Steeply sloping Laid hedges Historical features
Common Undulating Mixed hedges Hamlets
Rough grassland Hill Intermittent hedges Villages
Scrub Mountain Hedgebanks Towns
Woodland " Valley Woodland
Forest Plantation Plateau With trees FIELD SIZE
Watermeadow Floodplain Without trees Small
Parkland Post and wire fence Medium
Amenity ROUTES / TRANSPORT | Fencing Large

Railway Stone walls
WATER FEATURES | Tracks OTHER

Lanes FIELD PATTERN

Minor roads Regular

Major roads Irregular

Rectangular
Linear
AESTHETIC FEATURES

ORGANISATION / PROPORTION AND BALANCE OF ELEMENTS :
Av e,ci/mad baloate ¢ wood meadoRd g Wwoosen d

SCALE DIVERSITY UNITY

Open Uniform Unified =

Enclosed (.~ Simple Interrupted

Confined Diverse Fragmented
Complex Chacotic

TEXTURE /COLOUR :

Mee 15 a v ong wnbrasr 4 b dm wlow & rextwe
berdeenr me pashwe 3§ e woodload.

A ok ahve
o WM pot o ent -

CONTRIBUTIONS TO GENIUS LOCI/SENSE OF PLACE :
MBI AGH M Al (S l,cu'lf ‘A cafo.ckenghi ]

VIEWS :

Pagwe

ALSS A AGIES W MmE

Viedas ae pomed by 4ese wWoocldoAd  m vivi&% grond .
nolented

MOSGINS  —

me Woodd; giviag e aMvecive g abvemq fardscape |




BLEAN WOODS LANDSCAPE QUALITY - ASSESSMENT FORM
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STATUS OF CONSULTATIONS
Local Consultations

Consultations were undertaken with bodies selected as organisations that have specialist
knowledge of the Kent landscape or with bodies selected because they are organisations
that have specialist knowledge of the principle issues under review. The approach was to
ask for an opinion on the relative importance of the Blean Wood SLA, with the dialogue
particularly focusing on the non visual dimensions of landscape such as archaeology,
landscape history, ecology and the built environment. A summary of correspondence

follows.
Blean Parish Council

A letter dated 24 June 1997 was received from parishioner Mrs V Rook commenting
that the boundary change at Ellenden Wood is contrary to policy KCP3 in the Kent
Countryside Plan,

A letter was received dated 4 July 1997 from two parishioners, Mary Fox and Eric Fox,
commenting that they would very much welcome a review of the SLA. They consider
the present boundary to be an arbitrary one and consider that the beauty of the

landscape around Dargate, Clay Hill and Denstroude fully merits SLA status.

A letter dated 23 July 1997 was received from the Clerk showing the previous southern
boundary of Ellenden Wood within Canterbury District.

Dunkirk Parish Council
In a telephone discussion Mrs C Dennis of the Parish Council explained that the Parish
Council would be advised at a meeting on 6 June that a review of the SLA was underway.
No further comments have been received.

Hernhill Parish Council

In a letter dated 27 June the Parish Council advised that the study area falls outside the
boundary of Hemhill.

Interest Groups

Letters were sent to both the Whitstable Society and to the Faversham Society but no

replies received.
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A letter dated 10 July 1997 was received from STOP, a local group opposing an
integrated waste facility in the area. The group comments that the area is being
considered under a Evropean Habitat Directive as having a list of habitats and species of
European importance. The group urges the extension of SLA status to this attractive
area, which is described as being very much a working agricultural area of farming,

orchards, soft fruits and tourism.
National Consultation

Following discussion with the local authorities on the First Stage Report, it has not been
considered appropriate to consult at national level because the recommended changes to

. the SLA boundary are minor and do not carry significant implications as to the overall

SLA designation.





