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1.0 Introduction 

 

This maintenance manual has been prepared by Pick Everard to provide guidance for the 

general maintenance of the drainage systems serving the buildings, car parks and 

hardstanding areas of Joy Lane Primary School, Joy Lane, Whitstable. 

 

For all drainage systems a schedule of regular maintenance inspections should be   

established. Each item should be inspected after every significant storm to maintain 

optimum efficiency. 

 

In this manual the foul and surface water drainage systems are outlined together with 

guidance on good practice for maintenance. 

 

In Appendix A are drawings illustrating the layout of the site drainage indicating the position 

of the attenuation tank and other features. 

 

In Appendix B is a summary of the recommended inspection and maintenance activities. 

 

It should be noted that all inspections and maintenance should be carried out by suitably 

competent personnel using appropriate equipment and safety procedures. Most of the 

drainage assets are below ground and are therefore confined spaces with the associated 

safety hazards. 

 

It is anticipated that most inspections can be carried out from ground level without the 

need for entry into confined spaces.  

 

2.0 Description of Drainage System 

 

 Foul Drainage System 2.1

 

Foul drainage is a gravity system consisting of underground pipework and inspection 

chambers and manholes serving the school. 

 

The foul drainage is connected to a manhole on the Southern Water owned sewer within 

the entrance to the school site. 

 

 Surface Water System 2.2

 

The surface water system provides drainage for the school buildings, car park and 

hardstanding areas across the school site.  

 

The newly constructed building, at the North Western end of the site, and associated 

hardstanding areas discharge to an attenuation tank located under the new car park. 

Discharge from the attenuation tank is controlled by the size of the downstream pipework. 

Water discharges to the public sewer from the attenuation tank. All flows from the car 

park discharge to the public sewer via a petrol interceptor. All other flows from the site 

discharge straight to the public sewer with no attenuation. 

 

All surface water discharges to a manhole on the Southern Water owned sewer within the 

entrance to the school site. 
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3.0 Foul Drainage System 

 

 Gullies and other outlets. 3.1

 

Each item should be checked to make sure they are free from leaves and debris every three 

months and more often during the autumn months.   

 

Clean and unblock with a high-pressure jet washer if it is deemed necessary.   

 

 Inspection chambers and manholes.   3.2

 

Chamber and manhole covers should be lifted annually for a visual inspection. 

 

Any debris should be removed. If any blockages are found the pipeline should be rodded or 

flushed out with a high-pressure jet washer.  

 

4.0 Surface Water System 

 

 Gullies, rain water pipes, gutters, hoppers and slot drains.    4.1

 

Each item should be checked to make sure they are free from leaves and debris every six 

months and more often during the autumn months. They should also be checked 

immediately after a significant storm event. 

 

Clean and unblock with a high-pressure jet washer if it is deemed necessary.   

 

 Catchpits  4.2

 

The catch pits should be inspected regularly for the first year (at least every three months) 

until it can be established how frequently the sump fills with debris.  

 

After the first year catchpits should be emptied of debris every six months. They should 

also be checked immediately after a significant storm event. However, there is no need for 

man entry into the chamber. 

 

Clean and unblock removing all silt and debris. If debris and silt is allowed to build up it can 

carry over into the drainage system causing blockages, particularly of the attenuation tank.  

 

 Inspection chambers and manholes.   4.3

 

Inspection chambers and manhole covers should be lifted annually for a visual inspection.  

 

Any debris should be removed. If any blockages are found the pipeline should be rodded or 

flushed out with a high-pressure jet washer.  

 

 Attenuation Tanks 4.4

 

During the first year of operation, inspections should be carried out after every significant 

storm event to ensure proper functionality. As a minimum, all tanks should be CCTV 

inspected every two years and deposited sediment flushed out with a high-pressure jet 

washer. 
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 Oil Interceptor 4.5

 

Regular maintenance will ensure the oil interceptor is performing as efficiently as possible.   

A visual inspection every six months will be required to observe the levels of oil and slit. 

 

The oil interceptor should be cleaned by tankering to maintain full operational capabilities 

when high levels of oil or slit have been found by visual inspection or indicated by the 

automated alarm.  

 

It is recommended that every five years a closed circuit television survey (CCTV) should be 

conducted to check the functionality and structural integrity of the oil interceptor.  

 

5.0 Health and Safety 

 

All inspections and maintenance should be carried out; by competent personnel, using 

appropriate procedures and safety equipment. It is anticipated that most of the regular 

inspections can be carried out from ground level without the requirement to enter 

underground inspections chambers, manholes or other structures. 

 

All electrical work should be carried out by a qualified electrician. 

 

All mechanical work should be carried out by a qualified mechanical engineer. 

 

The following hazards have been identified. 

 

 Below ground confined spaces. (Manholes, chambers etc.) 

 Standing water in the attenuation tank, also potentially in blocked manholes. 

 Electrocution from electrical equipment. 

 Moving vehicles in the vicinity of access covers located in car parking areas. 
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Appendix A 
 

Drainage Layout Drawings 
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Appendix B 
 

Maintenance Summary Table: 

 

Item Description Frequency 

Foul Drainage System   

Gullies Visual inspection and 

removal of debris 

3 months (more frequently 

in Autumn) 

Inspection chambers & 

manholes 

Visual inspection and 

removal of debris. Rod 

Pipes if Necessary  

12 months 

Surface Water Drainage 

System 

  

Gullies, channel drains & slot 

drains 

Visual inspection and 

removal of debris 

6 months and after 

significant rainfall 

Inspection chambers & 

manholes 

Visual inspection and 

removal of debris. Rod 

Pipes if Necessary 

12 months 

Catchpits Visual inspection and 

removal of debris 

3 months for first year and 6 

months thereafter 

Attenuation Tank 

 

Visual inspection to check 

functionality 

After every storm event 

during first year then 

annually 

CCTV inspection via 

access points 

2 years 

Oil interceptor 

 

Visual inspection 6 months 

Clean out with tanker to 

remove oil and silt 

Variable based on visual 

inspection & alarm signal 

CCTV inspection 5 years 
 

 




