28 May 2024

To: Canterbury City Council

Draft Local Plan to 2040 — Response

| welcome the opportunity to respond to the City Council’s Draft Local Plan for the period to 2040, and first
wish to place on record my appreciation of the hard work and the long hours which council officers must
have put into the development of the document.

The Draft Plan is a massive document: the second section alone runs to 267 pages — about the length of my
copy of Charles Dickens’s novel ‘Great Expectations’! It is not easy to navigate the online version (trying to
draft a response by letter/email or by completing the questionnaire involves much dodging to and from the
document) and | fear this alone will deter many local people from even attempting a response, unless very
determined. For this reason | am only able to select a limited number of issues in the Draft on which to
respond. Use of the questionnaire is a fair compromise, but in my experience questionnaires frequently do
not ask key questions they should be asking. | prefer a written response. | would also make the point that to
give a full response to the whole document, plus the accompanying drafts, requires more time than you
have allowed for responses.

Though | now live at a distance from the Canterbury district, | know it well, having been born in Whitstable
and lived there for more than 60 years. | continue to take an interest in and a concern for the area’s
wellbeing. Most of my response will focus on Whitstable.

The Draft District Local Plan
Policy SS3 Development Strategy: Spatial Strategy

(1a) The projected housing target represents a massive overdevelopment in the district and, despite
pressure from governments, must be reduced. The rate of expansion of the coastal towns since 1960 is
unsustainable. The coastal strip of open countryside north of the Blean forest, is now seriously threatened.
When the three possible options for the A299 upgrade were put forward just over 30 years ago, the then
Council stressed that if the out-of-town bypass route were adopted, it would not mean that housing and
other development would automatically spread out to the bypass, yet that is exactly what has happened,
as we feared it would. In places, development, in which | include semi-industrial solar park sites, has spread
beyond the bypass. Examples are the new Strode Farm estate in Herne Bay and the solar panel sprawl at
West End of Herne.

See attachments A and B (Built areas of Whitstable and Herne Bay in 1960 and 2024). Comparison of the
two shows the extent of “urban sprawl” that has increased in the past 60 years.

Policy SS4 — Infrastructure Strategy

(2j) I do not accept the need for a new reservoir at Broad Oak. It may create some (water-based, mainly)
leisure opportunities, it would destroy others, which are pursued by more people, such as informal walking
for health in a quiet rural location. It follows that | do not agree with the promotion of infrastructure linked

with reservoir leisure use.

2. Canterbury Vision



(2.1) The demise of the city centre as a shopping hub needs addressing. There are few ‘real’ shops, so that
for normal home shopping resident must migrate to the outskirts retail parks.

Policy C12: Land north of the University

The proposals are unacceptable, as they represent urban sprawl stretch far outside the city’s central hub.
“A new rural settlement” is a grandiose way of describing a very large housing estate. It will threaten, not
enhance, the neighbouring Blean Woods landscape area.

Policy C15: Land at the former Chaucer Technology School

A comment: a “landscape buffer” round the site boundary is not a true open space (as shown on the plan)
and cannot be described as such.

3. Whitstable: Whitstable Vision

The “vision” is bland and vague. Yes, the town is in one way a success, but only in that it attracts visitors,
and the numbers of these now threaten to destroy the very character of the town that attracts them. For
many residents, the town is so overcrowded at weekends ad peak holiday periods that it becomes almost a
no-go area.

Whitstable Town Centre

(3.1) Again, like Canterbury, the centre of Whitstable has few ‘real’ shops. The impression is of a whole
series of small eating places and “posh tat” shops. How do you build on that? Allow even more tat shops?

Policy W1: Whitstable Town Centre Strategy

2. “Night time economy” — further provision not desirable and strongly opposed. It is disruptive to
residents.

Whitstable Urban Area

(3.6) I disagree. Whitstable (and Herne Bay) cannot expand northward. Canterbury could, in theory, expand
in any direction, Therefore, Whitstable, as a small town of about 25,000 in 1960, has, in proportion,
expanded its built area very considerably, compared with both Canterbury and Herne Bay. It has, in short,
done more than its fair share of expansion.

| also disagree that Whitstable has “excellent connectivity with HS1” trains. Its connectivity outside peak
times is far worse than that of the Thanet towns, and Swalecliffe and Chestfield come a poor third — have
the compilers of this draft tried recently to take a train from Chestfield to London Victoria? Or a daytime
high speed train to St Pancras without changing trains somewhere up the line?

(3.7) No slip roads are wanted or needed from the A299 to Chestfield (see later comments on the
Brooklands Farm proposals). They will create new rat-runs through Chestfield and South Street and add to
congestion at the Chestfield and Tesco roundabouts on the A2990. They will not relieve congestion, merely
move congestion somewhere else.

South Whitstable — Strategic Development Area

Note (3.9) — | would not call Bodkin Farm “South” Whitstable — East Whitstable, certainly.



(3.10) Brooklands Farm is wholly unsuitable for major housing development and must be retained as fully
open countryside with a high landscape value, perhaps the last surviving stretch of broad country
landscape that Whitstable possesses.

In the year 2000 the City Council commissioned the Kent Environmental Consultancy to undertake a
landscape appraisal for Herne Bay and Whitstable. The report was approved by the City Council’s Economic
and Strategic Planning subcommittee on 8 June 2000. This part of Brooklands Farm came within the Blean
Woods Special Landscape Area (Landscape Designations map on page 15 of the report). This area and
neighbouring ones to east and west are described as well-wooded, with mixed open farmland and pasture,
and, according to the report, are of high landscape value, and can be even better enhanced, though
threatened by neighbouring and visible hilltop developments. The report appears to have been ignored by
the Draft Plan 2040 compilers/revisers. Are memories so short at the CCC offices?

See Attachment C (Map on p15 of Landscape appraisal for Herne Bay and Whitstable, 2000, showing
Brooklands farm designated part of Blean Woods Special Landscape Area)

Further, the Brooklands Farm area is in the catchment area of the Swalecliffe Brook and two tributaries,
one from the direction of South Street, the other running alongside the public footpath from Chestfield
Road (near Radfall Corner). This is part of an elongated basin, bounded by high ground, stretching from
Chestfield to Court Lees, with a ‘pinch-point’ at the Red Bridge in South Street Road, and traditionally an
area of open pasture and mixed farmland with copses, shaws and woodland. The steep slopes down to the
brook drain quickly, so that it soon flows into full-spate. It has frequently flooded low-lying parts of
Chestfield, particularly around the Grasmere Road area and north of the bridge in Herne Bay Road,
Swalecliffe, near Brook Road, out as far as the sluice at the bund near St John’s Church.

The Grasmere Road/Shepherds Walk area, before the houses were built, was so frequently under water
that its only use, and designation, was as Common land. The problems began once the houses were built
and have persisted ever since.

14 WHITSTABLE TIMES, FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 1958

BLACK SUNDAY/;

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 | Road/Belmont Road junction to

through the water,
them ched their ay along
garden walls, the tng of whicl
just poked out of the water,
speak to residents trapped up- .imd
stairs | w

A party of Mrs, Grace Dwu.,m‘ m “Tan- traffic stretching from the foot
Wi tallon.” Ham Sha told of Borstal Hill, right through
us: “I have lnmﬁ hi)c for 20 the High Street, was turned back
to years, but we have never had on itself and re-routed back

g like thu before, The through the High Street and up
ose to within a quarter th( hill to Thanet Way, where
back door. Had it made for side turnings lead-

residents began moving furni-

the treet d
e e THRRATENRD | o et B aay Menpeptong B b
even deeper the water mas At one garage at Millfield :hﬁ:\;r}}i'iluwur)f I”[”@”m LR o out” sm‘:;;sﬁgas;:: I!ersda:kaa?:dth:{
f ST ’ o ads  and Wi :
B e T e nd el e Rosc and w ‘ the feod twiatert awaey s o LS BTeg Ol e e Tt il B
Rese sac, flood water rea skirting baards. It rose 1o|iying knee deep and homes 13 Colf Course was one vast la Closure lasted  the buse
The crisis began at elght * i3 T about a foot deep throughoul | that area were further thregtened 8Rd in nearby Cornwallis mle tuppeumme nutslurls ol The
o'clock on sund..\smmmr:g when The water gushed alon, e e as the level in the backwater ¢ roadway and ”"— TES el v?:ﬂ‘ Iahm1 s
the miormn wnte: o, bmu]dd“ e W Pl 8 Houses on both sides of War- | rose to the top. ‘ were under wate Hina dd\e rrensnt”?‘l“:!h‘e q!‘r:!r{nding
night's deluge filled the sewers alk. Floading spread | wick Road were flooded. Here Tens of thousands of gallons | was at its depest at_Belmont

| WAY BARRED

e & ::;:“ rr::;en?mg:::altmm::ﬁ 8 siele Halns pmand st ub thelisi (RS0 s L) Vil arean By midb e e Soad, out
. | 5 area € pumps had dis-
g very quickly backwater, but the level still o0d i through the persed most of ,Li ,md‘ the traffic

FIRST REPORTS

When they couldn't hold any
more, the water burst out into|
the -streets, hitting the
> first

from

Road/Warwick Road area and
on to Reservoir Road and
Westmeads Road.

Belmont Road area;
reports of flooding came
houses in that roa

Tower Parade propertie

|, Flooding began at the rear of ||

nine o'clock on Sunday mmnmp f

FACTORIES FLOODED

ad
Wm»r{\\ ard’s

ire and

ctors

al

rose dangerously. And by
half past five the backwater
was flooding across Lane's
Walk and Westgate Terrace.

Houses in Westga
between  th

Ter

er seeped throug!
of houses in thp flow returned to nnrnai

treet/Kent Street area

floor

L
nnd m Gordon Road.

People living in the (.huuh‘
suul area found their way into |
town barred by the floods md‘
were forced to drive out to |

¢
Manhole covers were lifted| and before long was 1y s Thanet Way and back into town
i as 1ing 18 ins | worked through the we Beeriol o o o iy Jnte | ”»
wh i ::“m“""\”“!i““‘) o :"{‘“""""’ A nursery school huuldms
about 15 \n(hén. deep 4 and e 0 section off  pelonging to Mrs. Valerie
R gt the road it was lapping the floor]]  Barnaby® of — Baotn |
. ! boards Ve wank was g | “There have b
d managing director Mr. C STnnSES Walks e as i letations b, e et A s
Ry i ston A Men and children waded along) depth of about two feet /afions between all the peopie
8 ware Tus L[\ "')‘:‘ ‘},!r“‘f ie flooded street to meet Counf| and a house opposite in Gras- e“"’ "”lb"" service side and
i : ded| mere Road was flooded when ode‘:f?’sgluﬂm S
on T o the swalecllm Brook burst lls he Cotncil’ Haray,
£ not_arrive, Due to hanks on Sunday. "Tve had yery iittle. coms
its bulk and the difficulty in No damage done in lhc mm although " one or twa
moving it, it would almost cer- r Y building and e got a little nas
tainly have been lost DANGEHERABBED as able to hold 1 Felations with the flood
Mr. Woodward paid tribute to| Between five-thirty and six How made a tremendous
the magnificent way in which | thirty the flood level in thosd ) owever the ence to the men on relief
employees uomd 'h. et the at its highest. After] Prook overflowed once again. s; it gave them great
factory working 2 - Thy the main dange: g‘.zdl‘nn‘ \;lcu;wﬂlr:cdei:i.uhut ement, he said.
have been “mkln’hkc"lmun d d, the level begar AT SO enpusce
pars byen Working ke Tama as water wa Were under water. WONDERFUL HELP
floods be 30 and 6 w back into the stil bRl o Y o
Hiaods il walked to Whitstable and TancT, “I think we've had wonder-
tion, tin 4 kerton railway station carrying ful help, especially from the
o Sunday more reports their shoes and socks. To get firemer
P ichid L o i tion 1 ad to walk  Mr. rdy answered one
e e the junction of tlnouﬂl\ flooded ons of road question raised by man
g the heav ane and Foxgrove in Which the water at times was during Sunday’s floo

ul \Irmdn 'm'i'vl left it

night's

deluge by sandbagging
All of the electric motors
working the lathes had to be
located under 14 inches of flood
water, taken out, and sent

er
as the ad at
Road/Swalecliffe Roa

little  water
houses.

got into the

. two feet deep,

pumps were taken aw

| the backwater to other

to start all hction MORE CHAOS the town.

| 5 some opl n't
§ (Thursday) the fac.| _AS Water swept across the avy rain during Monday rea““ is et LLLE LT
employs around 100| Foad at Bartlett's Corner, resi- b“:,’ff,'\lpm\: ,‘.uuﬁh"t'xdﬁ“v’c” see us at the backwater
i Sk SIS o of am s Lane 15208 M A7 | et Wl
2 : began to fear that for the first swept mln Wlnl\(ﬂl}le bound “There are two problems—
;(t;(w.\‘:\ time they could become flood for Tankerton, they found the the backwater and the ]mmc-

e for- T e seetion_of Harbour Street be- neck in the sewers — an
oni - Gardens flooded, but tween Sea Wall and Northwood actually find it better to takc

cordoned off so that fire ¢
could work unhindered. wa
@ time, the long line of tow

pumps from the back-
and put them into the

| For

THF MINATRY AnARA nE™



Press coverage of flooding, including Grasmere Road area and the Red Bridge (South Street Road), 1974:
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The Draft Local Plan indicates a massive 1.870-units housing development on both sides of the brook at
Brooklands Farm. Runoff from a newly impervious surface created by housing, roads, pavements, hard



play/car parking surfaces, etc. will be seriously increased, with disastrous results — wider and more serious
flash flooding in Chestfield than at present occurs. | am surprised that the authors of this section of the
Draft Plan appear to have so little understanding of the drainage regime in the locality.

The former sewage treatment works built in Swalecliffe in 1914 coped reasonably well, serving a smaller
built-up area, but despite modernisation in the 1970s and 80s, subsequent growth of Whitstable’s built
area has rendered it unable to cope — hence the frequent sewage discharges during periods of heavy rain.
That problem will get worse with new housing and increased rapid runoff at Brooklands.

For both those reasons, this section of the Draft Plan is seriously compromised and has no future.

(3.18) A new road junction with the A299 is therefore irrelevant: not needed and serving only to create new
“rat-runs” for traffic along Chestfield Road and South Street, and new congestion at Chestfield and Tesco
roundabouts. The Draft Report on Transport talks about wishing to deter car use; a new junction here on
the A299 will only encourage car use.

W4 Access and Transport (not “transportation”, please! See note under Transport Strategy below.)

(4v) Sadly, we have lost all on-road safe cycling routes in the remaining countryside areas of the coastal
towns of Whitstable and Herne Bay. We used to cycle safely along Fox’s Cross Road, Pye Alley Lane,
Bogshole Lane, South Street, Chestfield Road, Molehill Road, the pre-bypass Owl’s Hatch Road,
Bullockstone Road and Hicks Forstal Road to reach Hoath and Chislet. Most of these roads are now used by
cars as high-speed rat-runs, so that cyclists are at risk. | very much warm to the idea of, for example,
reducing at least part of Molehill Road to a green lane, accessible only by non-motor vehicles and on foot
or horseback.

Attachments to this response:

A. Whitstable and Herne Bay built-up area in 1960

B. Whitstable and Herne Bay built-up area now (2024)

C. Map (p15 of the Herne Bay and Whitstable Landscape Appraisal report, 2000), showing Brooklands
Farm as part of the Blean Woods Special Landscape Area.

The Transport Strategy

Section (2.2) | realise that the Census took place immediately following Covid lockdowns, but | believe
that, within a fairly short time, journey figures will revert to what they were just before Covid, once full
confidence is restored in the public. Already, people working from home since Covid are having second
thoughts and are returning to the collaborative workplace, involving travel. | therefore think that any
proposed actions based solely on 2021 journeys are short-sighted.

(4.2) I fully agree with the “Monitor and Manage” approach as a sensible approach to transport planning (I
note your wrong use of the American-English word ‘transportation’. In British-English, transportation was
the punishment meted out to criminals, by sending them overseas for a fixed period or for life! The British-
English word for means of travel, or the process of travelling, is ‘transport’).

(Section 5: Bus) The very welcome aims listed in the Draft have already been frustrated by the bus
company’s crazy, illogical and poorly thought-out changes to routes and timetables in the Whitstable,
Herne Bay and intervening districts (especially Swalecliffe), as of May 2024. Bus is now, in consequence, an
even poorer choice of transport for those without cars, than it has been hitherto. Fresh pressure in the



short term must be brought to bear on the company to provide a better service and experience for
residents.

(Section 6: Walking/cycling) (6.4) Here we must distinguish between cycling for leisure/health and cycling
for a purpose (e.g.to go shopping, to get to school/work). The draft glibly refers to new developments
having safe cycleways into town, but the town centre will be far away from any future new estates. Only
the very keen fitness cyclist will benefit; cycling will be impractical for most residents. How will they carry
shopping bags/heavy schoolbags/sportsbags? Will all bikes need trailers for luggage? A trailer/toddler
buggy will not go into a cycle locker in town! How does a family with small children get into town? We are
many decades behind The Netherlands and Denmark. These issues need addressing.

Walking any distance with heavy shopping will be impractical for many older folk, who may still be stuck
with an infrequent bus service, always supposing there is even a basic bus out to the new estates.

(6.6) Cycle lanes on carriageways are dangerous — the presumption must be for all new cycle paths to be
off-road.

(6.7) In theory, cycle lockers are a good idea, though impractical for the hoped-for increasing use of cycle
trailers/baby trailers (see 6.4 above). However, the lockers should be free to use, or require a very small
fee, such as a child/teenage cyclist could afford to pay. They should not be seen as a major source of
revenue. Yes, they will be expensive to install, but funds raised by locker charges should just cover costs and
maintenance, and no more.

(6.8) Cycle hire schemes presuppose that cycles can be picked up or dropped off anywhere — this can be
open to abuse, though the principle is important for real flexibility and convenience. | question how this
will work in practice in Canterbury district’s more rural areas. Note — the cycle-route map accompanying
this section is of poor definition and wording/legend cannot be read when the digital version is enlarged. |
got the gist of it, but little more.

(Section 7: Railways) Suggested rail improvements largely agreed, though Herne Bay, Chestfield/Swalecliffe
and Whitstable do not have good all-day access to the fastest trains to London. Chestfield to Victoria can
now take as long as it did, or longer, than in the days of steam!

(Section 8: Park and Ride) (8.2 and 15.4) | would welcome easier access to a Canterbury park and ride
from the Whitstable direction. The reopening of the Sturry Road P&R is welcomed, making access to
Canterbury much easier from the Tyler Hill direction.

(Section 9: Accessibility) (9.4) The aim in the shortest term should be for all pavement parking to be
banned. The problem outside schools, especially, is ongoing.

(Section 13: Medium-term Transport Strategy) (13.6 and 13.7) Strongly approved, Even for a motorist,
these roundabouts can be hazardous and lane markings awkward to follow.

(Section 14: Long-term Transport Strategy) The possible use of autonomous vehicles serving smaller
villages is interesting, but current stage of AV technology falls far short of what is desirable and safe.
Experimental autonomous buses are currently very slow (little more than walking pace) and the
intermediate passenger stop technology not always reliable. | have experienced one such service in Norway
that was not wholly successful, as the bus sensers could not “see” other vehicles when snow was falling, in
fog, or in heavy rain.

Note — the table on p29 is unclear, partly because it uses jargon such as “2011 census mode share”. Define
your jargon, please!



(Section 16: Highway Infrastructure Schemes) (16.3) Table of potential development sites and key
infrastructure: Brooklands Farm. Reference to on-off slip roads on coastbound A299. Slightly confused as to
whether slip roads also to and from London-bound carriageway, but presume not? As | strongly reject any
attempt to designate Brooklands Farm as a potential development site (see Housing section of the Draft), it
follows that | equally strongly object to any slip roads off or on to the A299 from South Street Road. Access
from and to A299 from there will create vehicle rat-runs through Chestfield and South Street, leading to
serious high-peak congestion/pollution at both Chestfield and the Tesco roundabouts. In your introduction
to the Transport section of the Draft Plan, you make it clear your wish to reduce dependency on the car:
providing such slip-road access will have the opposite damaging effect!

Michael R Whitley





