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Alex Kalorkoti                                                                                                          3rd June 2024 
AKDC (on behalf of Quinn Estates and Pentland Properties Ltd) 
BY EMAIL ONLY 
 
Dear Alex,  
 
REF: EFM EDUCATION LANDSCAPE REVIEW, THANINGTON PARK, CANTERBURY, KENT 
 
The purpose of this Education Landscape Review is to review the current and future capacity 
of the schools that could potentially serve the development of circa 800 homes in South 
Canterbury, discussed above, and shown below in Map 1:  
 

 
Map 1: Approximate Development Outline 
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This development is located within the Canterbury City Council (“CCC”) Planning Area. Kent 
County Council (“KCC”) is the Education Authority. The development is located within the 
Wincheap Ward, as demonstrated in the Map below:  
 

 
Map 2: Ward Map and the development’s location within the Ward 

 
 
CCC operates a Community Infrastructure Levy (“CIL”). The Infrastructure List (February 2020) 
includes Education as follows:  
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Table 1: Education Infrastructure Funding 

  
 

Reference IB21 of the Draft Infrastructure Delivery Plan (February 2024) states that this 
development will mitigate its Education impact via Section 106 planning obligations.  
 
This document will undertake the following tasks: firstly, it will look at the child yield 
multipliers utilised by KCC in order to ensure that they are appropriate for the area; second, it 
will look at the planning obligation cost multipliers to ensure they are in line with the national 
averages and Department for Education’s (“DfE”) Guidance, Securing Education Planning 
Obligations (November 2019) which is endorsed by MHCLG PPG Paragraphs: 007 Ref ID: 23b-
007-20190315 and 008 Ref ID: 23b-008-20190315; finally, it will look at the Education 
landscape, in order to establish what capacity exists. This note looks specifically at Primary 
and Secondary School provision.  
 
 
Child Yield 
 
KCC has an adopted developers guide dated 2023. This document includes their latest child 
yield multipliers, as shown in the Table below:  
 

                                                             
1 https://www.canterbury.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2024-04/Draft%20Infrastructure%20Delivery%20Plan.pdf  
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Table 2: KCC Child Yield Multipliers 

 
 
Applying the figures in Table 2 to a development of 735 dwellings, of which 637 are houses 
and 98 are flats, results in the following:  
 

• 637 x 0.28 = 178 (0.85FE) Primary School aged children;  
• 98 x 0.07 = 7 Primary School aged children; 
• TOTAL = 185 Primary School aged children.  

 
• 637 x 0.2 = 127 (0.85FE) Secondary School aged children; 
• 98 x 0.05 = 5 Secondary School aged children;  
• TOTAL = 132 Secondary School aged children 

 
 

Net migration to new dwellings increases the number of pupils locally, but this need is 
predominantly focused in Reception Year in the Primary phase, and Year 7 in the Secondary 
phase. If a child is already in a Primary or Secondary School when they move on to this 
proposed development, they are very unlikely to change schools once habits have been 
formed. It is fair to say that a proportion of the children moving in to the new homes will 
already be in the school system, as a proportion of people moving in to new homes do not 
move far. There is also the consideration that a proportion of pupils will attend Independent 
Schools. Therefore, the likely impact on the school system will be less than forecast, and 
should be focused in either Reception Year or Year 7, as any other year group would likely 
necessitate a change of school. 

 
Turning now to costs:  
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Cost Multipliers 
 
Assuming that KCC will deliver the new provision on or off-site, the costs associated with the 
development mitigation can be seen in the Table below:  
 

 
Table 3: KCC Cost Multipliers 

 
 
Turning now to the Education landscape:  

 
 

Education  
 
In our assessment, we consider all Primary Schools that lie within a 2-mile walking distance, 
and all Secondary Schools that lie within a 3-mile walking distance of the development2. The 
2- and 3-mile criteria is the distance prescribed in the Education Act beyond which local 
authorities are required to provide/fund transport where the nearest available school is 
further away.  
 

 

                                                             
2 Distances have been calculated based upon coordinates near to the development (51.259827, 1.060850). Once the development is built, some parts 
of the site may be further/closer than shown. 
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Map 3: Two- and Three-Mile Boundary around the Development Site 

 
 
The EA is required to make pupil forecasts to the Department for Education on a year of age 
basis by ‘school planning area’ and identify each school in the cluster and its capacity. The 
forecasts cover the period for which birth data is available. Forecasts covered by Section 106 
agreements submitted separately to avoid double funding. For Primary School age pupils, the 
current published data runs to 2027/28 and for Secondary School aged pupils 2029/30. These 
are known as the School Capacity ("SCAP") returns. This is how Government allocates its 
funding for additional school places that are its responsibility to provide.  
 
Schools should be operationally full to meet the financial audit requirement for best value 
from public assets. This is demonstrative of a properly functioning school system. School 
funding is predicated on the number of pupils that are on a school’s roll, so it is in the best 
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interest of schools to maximise intake within their capacity. Accordingly, many schools take 
from a wide catchment area and some enrol over capacity.  
 
The statutory rules on enrolment are that whilst schools may have a catchment area and 
ordered criteria for admissions, the rules only apply if the school is oversubscribed. 
Otherwise, whoever applies is admitted irrespective of where they live. This is known as 
‘More Open Enrolment’. It fosters parental choice of school.   
 
The overarching duty to provide sufficient schools and school places rests with central 
Government. (Education Act 1996 Section 11) The duty excludes those otherwise provided for 
(private education, home schooling, those in new housing with a Section 106/CIL in place (my 
emphasis).  
 
The EA’s duty in such matters is to secure sufficient schools and school places for their area 
(Education Act 1996 Section 14). ‘For their area’:  
 
The duties of a [local] education authority do not require the authority to secure the provision 
of schools for pupils from outside the area of the authority, even though it may be convenient 
for a pupil to attend a school in an area other than that in which he lives.  
 
 
Within the State-funded school sector there are Community Schools funded by the local 
authority, and there are other providers than the local authority; these are Academies, Free 
Schools, the Voluntary Sector (e.g. Church Schools) and Foundation Schools. Academies and 
Free Schools are funded directly by Central Government: Church Schools and Foundation 
Schools are maintained by the local authority.  
 
The provision of school places, where there is a shortfall, is made via a funding stream from 
the Department for Education (“DfE”) is known as Basic Need. Basic Need funding is allocated 
as ‘a number of pupil places times a unit cost’, differentiated by school phase and local 
building costs. Allocations are made on the basis of projected shortfalls in local School 
Planning Areas against current pupil numbers and the actual numbers of school places in that 
Planning Area. Each planning area is treated as a discrete area and shortfalls met through the 
allocation of resources.  A surplus in one school planning area is not offset against another 
with a shortfall. In this case, providing housing in the Primary – Canterbury City Primary 
Planning Area (for whatever planning reason) will be reflected in the forecasts for the Primary 
– Canterbury City Primary Planning Area, and nowhere else.  
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Primary Education  
 
There are at least six independent, state funded, non-selective schools accommodating 
Primary School aged children within a two-mile radius of the development site. The schools 
are all within the same Primary Planning Area within the KCC administrative area.  
 
The location of the schools in relation to the development site can be seen in the Map below:  
 

 
Map 4: Schools within a two-mile radius of the development site 

 
 
The latest school roll data in the public domain can be seen below:  
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Table 4: School Roll Data (January 2023) 

PAN = Planned Admission Number; NoR = Number on Roll 

 
 
The closest school to the development site, which is northeast of the development boundary 
(and circa 1.1 miles walking distance from a central point of the development), is Wincheap 
Foundation Primary School. This is a 2FE Primary School that is currently completely full. The 
school is located on a site of approximately 2.5ha, which means that it does have expansion 
potential. A 2FE school can be on a site of between 1.5986ha and 2.004ha, according to 
Building Bulletin 103. This goes up slightly to 1.6298ha minimum and 2.043ha maximum if the 
school includes space for a 52 place Nursery. KCC could call upon CCC for CIL funds towards 
this expansion project should they deem this required.  
 
When looking at the area that this school serves, pupils are coming from the immediate 
vicinity of the school, up to the boundary with this development:   
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Map 5: Wincheap Foundation Primary School Catchment Area Heat Map (via schoolguide.co.uk) 

 
 
The second closest school to this development, which does not serve pupils close to where 
this development will be located, is St Peter’s Methodist Primary School. This is a 1FE Primary 
School approximately 2 miles walking distance from a central point of the development site. 
The school is completely full.  
 
The area that this school draw pupils from can be seen in the Map below:  



 11 
 

 

 

 
Map 6: Saint Peter's Methodist Primary School Catchment Area Heat Map 

 
 
To summarise: there are very few spare places in Canterbury Primary Schools that could serve 
this development at present. There are 33 spare places across the six schools, or an average 
of 5 per Year Group. This does not allow for much space for the first tranche of pupils coming 
forward on the development site within the existing school landscape.  
 
There is a further neighbouring development known as Merton Park to consider. This 
development of 2,075 dwellings immediately East of this site. The development includes land 
for a 2FE Primary School, which is mitigating its own impact.  
 
Thanington Park can also only be expected to mitigate its own impact, and thus a 1FE school 
on site is appropriate, being the closest operational school to the development’s child yield. 
This means that all of the forecast pupils expected to be located on the development can be 
accommodated. Anything over and above this quantum of new provision would not be CIL 
Regulation 122 compliant as it exceeds the total impact the development is forecast to make.  
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Map 7: Neighbouring Development 

 
 
Looking further ahead at projections for the area: the six schools discussed above are 
grouped with four additional schools to form the Canterbury City Planning Area. The schools 
have a combined capacity of 3,279 pupil places:  
 

 
Table 5: Primary – Canterbury City Planning Area Schools 

 
 
In the 2021/22 academic year, the schools had a roll of 3,164, which equated to 115 spare 
places. By 2027/28, the schools are expected to be over capacity by around 1FE:  
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Table 6: KCC SCAP Forecasts 

 
 
KCC state the following in their Commissioning Plan for Education Provision 2023-2027:  
 

 
 
 
The plan for the area is to add 1.5FE’s worth of provision, which will increase the capacity of 
the Planning Area to 3,594, meaning the schools will have 89 (0.42FE’s) worth of spare 
provision by the end of the projection period (which includes the impact of Thanington).  
 
To summarise: the provision new Primary Schools – one on Merton Park, and one on 
Thanington Park – is an appropriate mitigation solution. This is on the basis that new 
provision is not provided prior to the new school, thus removing the need for this provision. 
Thanington can only be expected to mitigate its own impact, and thus a 1FE school is 
sufficient to fulfil this requirement.  
 
 
Secondary Education  
 
There are at least six independent, state funded schools, which are a mixture of selective 
Grammar Schools and non-selective Secondary Schools, within a three-mile radius of the 
development site. The schools are all within the KCC administrative area, and are organised 
across two Secondary Planning Areas.  
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The schools in relation to the development site can be seen in the Map below:  
 

 
Map 8: Schools within a three-mile radius of the development site 

 
 
The latest school roll data in the public domain can be seen in the Table below:  
 

 
Table 7: School Roll Data (January 2023) 

PAN = Planned Admission Number; NoR = Number on Roll 

 
 



 15 
 

 

 

The three closest schools to the development site are all selective Grammar Schools, and are 
all full. The closest to the development site is Simon Langton Grammar School for Boys, which 
is adjacent to the easterly border of the development. Grammar Schools generally are not 
reliable capacity for developments as the admissions are reliant on academic attainment via 
an entrance test. However, it is assumed that those children that fulfil the criteria will gain a 
place at one of these schools.  
 
The closest school that accommodates pupils from where this development will be located 
and does not have a selective admissions criteria (or is not a Religious School) is the 
Canterbury Academy. This is a 7FE facility two-miles walking distance from the development 
that is full.  
 
The school draws pupils from as far north as Whitstable, as shown in the Map below:   
 

 
Map 9: The Canterbury Academy Catchment Area Heat Map 
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There are two sites allocated for new Secondary Schools in the emerging Local Plan: one in 
Herne Bay, and one in Whitstable. These schools will add capacity to the area to 
accommodate a lot of the growth in Canterbury, as pupils have to leave Canterbury to attend 
schools further afield, as demonstrated in Map 9.  
 
The three closest schools to the development site are grouped with one additional school to 
form the Secondary Selective Grammar – Canterbury and Faversham Planning Area. The 
schools have a combined capacity of 4,253 pupil places:  
 

 
Table 8: Secondary Selective Grammar Planning Area Schools 

 
 
The schools were oversubscribed in 2021/22, and are forecast to be 432 pupils over capacity 
by 2029/30, as shown below:  
 

 
Table 9: KCC SCAP Forecasts 

 
 
KCC intend to expand the area through both temporary and permanent expansions between 
2023/24 and 2027/28, as shown in the Table below:  
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Table 10: KCC School expansion projects 

 
 
The remaining three schools form the Secondary Non-Selective – Canterbury Planning Area, 
along with one new school not included in Table 11. The three schools have a combined 
capacity of 4,593 pupil places, as this Planning Area also includes the new Barton Manor 
School (which has a capacity of 1,050), which is discussed below:  
 

 
Table 11: Secondary Non-Selective Planning Area Schools 

 
 
By the 2028/29 academic year, the schools are expected to be 439 pupils over capacity:  
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Table 12: KCC SCAP Forecasts 

 
 
In the current academic year, a new school has opened to serve Canterbury, known as Barton 
Manor School. This school will be a 7FE Secondary School when the opening has fully phased 
out. As of the previous academic year, it was only open in Year 7 for 5FE:  
 

 
Table 13: Barton Manor School Roll (January 2023) 

 
 

 
Map 10: Barton Manor School in relation to the development site 
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The combination of the new school at Barton Manor School, and two allocated Secondary 
Schools in the wider area, means that the Secondary School pupils coming forward from the 
development site will be able to be accommodated.  
 
Please let me know if you need anything further, or wish to discuss.  

 
Kind regards,  

 
Ben Hunter 
Associate Director – Education and Social Infrastructure  
EFM 




