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1. Introduction 

This representation has been prepared by Avison Young on behalf of the University of Kent (“the 

University”) in relation to the Land north of the University of Kent (“the Site”). The Site is referred to 

under Policy C12 in the Draft Canterbury District Local Plan 2040.  

The purpose of this representation is to provide the Local Planning Authority (LPA) with evidence of 

the availability of the proposed site allocation. 

2. Title  

The University own a majority of the land that forms part of the Site, with the exception of Blean 

Primary School which falls under Kent County Councils (“KCC”) ownership. The University land has 

been identified as surplus to the University's operational requirements and is therefore available for 

development. 

We have summarised the title information in the table below: 

Land  Title Number Freehold interest 

Sites B, C & D K903818 University of Kent  

Blean Primary School K968605 Kent County Council 

Land east of Primary School K239332 Kent County Council 

 

There are no restrictive covenants (or similar constraints) on the land that prevents it being brought 

forward for development. 

Please refer to Appendix I for copies of the title register and plan for the University land above.  

3. Kent County Council Land  

The University has been in discussion with KCC regarding the proposed development of the Site and 

the potential to acquire Blean Primary School to provide a secondary access to the development.  

KCC has confirmed they are agreeable in principle to the disposal of Blean Primary School to support 

the development. KCC has set out their requirements in order to proceed with a disposal, which 

includes re-provision of the existing school. The development proposals are in accordance with these 

requirements and allow for a 2.05ha plot for re-provision of the school.  

A letter is included at Appendix III from Kent County Council confirming this position. 
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4. Availability Conclusions 

All of the land that forms part of the Site is owned by the University or KCC, who has confirmed they 

are agreeable in principle to the disposal of Blean Primary School and the land east of the Primary 

School to provide a secondary access to the development.  

On the basis of the information set out within this report, the University can confirm that the Site is 

available for development now.  
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Letter from Kent County Council 
 

 



Kent County Council Requirements Regarding UKC Proposal for Blean 

Primary School Site 

Kent County Council has been in discussion with the University of Kent’s (UoK) 

agents regarding the proposed development of land to the north of the University 

(Canterbury Campus), which abuts the Blean Primary School (BPS).   UoK is 

investigating the potential to purchase the Blean Primary School site to provide a 

secondary access to the development.  

KCC’s Assistant Director of Education (Marisa White) has discussed this proposal 

with the school’s Head and Chair of Governors, who are agreeable in principle to the 

proposal. 

Blean Primary School is a 420 place/2 Form Entry (FE) school and is currently a 

KCC Maintained School.   

Discussions have taken place internally between Education, Estates, Disposals and 

Development Investment (s106).  KCC would be agreeable to the disposal of the 

Blean Primary School site subject to the following requirements being met: 

- Provision of a new school site within the development capable of re-providing 

Blean Primary School to meet all current standards.  Site size is to be 2.05Ha 

(minimum) and provided according to KCC’s General Transfer Terms. 

- Provision of a 2FE school build (either direct provision or full funding to enable 

KCC to build and open with nil cost exposure).  

- Valuation - Section 123 of the Local Government Act – best consideration 

factoring in “Stokes v’s Cambridge” principles, where appropriate, reflecting 

any wider scheme value share.  

- No loss of education/sports time i.e., fully functioning 2FE school to be open 

prior to transfer of BPS site.  

- Approvals: 

- Formal KCC approvals (Key Decision from relevant Cabinet Member & 

Director sign off on final terms & conditions to be agreed) 

- Section 77 of the Schools Standards and Framework Act 1998 – Self-

certified consent to dispose of and replace playing fields – requires like-

for-like or betterment of existing facilities. 

- Schedule 1 Consent Academies Act 2010 – to dispose of or change the 

use of school land & buildings (anticipated timeframe – 12 to 18 

months) 

- BPS agreement to leases/disposal subject to their funding agreement. 

- Amendments to BPS Lease 

- The above approvals can be run in parallel. 

- UoK to provide undertaking for KCC’s reasonable Legal, Surveyor, 

Consultant, Valuation and Officer Fees. 

Please note: 

• The above does not take account of the requirement for additional primary 

education places necessary to meet the needs of the new development which 

https://www.kent.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/153560/Technical-Appendix-8_KCC-General-Transfer-Terms.pdf


will be covered under a separate s.106 agreement. It deals solely with the re-

provision of Blean Primary School.  

• BPS’s current land take is 2.43Ha. 

 

Vicky Thistlewood 

Kent County Council – Development Investment Team, Growth & Communities 

 

2 October 2023 
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