Public Meeting Agenda: Protect Wincheap Orchards (Merton Park Development)
Date: Friday 17th October
Time: 6.54pm-7.45pm
Location: Wincheap Scout Hut, CT1 3PY
Hosted by: Protect Wincheap Orchards Campaign Group

Number of attendees (general public):
Key notes: for the sake of this meeting and the agenda, the Merton Park Development will be referenced as 
‘Wincheap Orchards’
	Agenda
	Notes
	Actions, Questions. 

	1. Welcome & Introductions (10 minutes)
1.1 Opening remarks by Host – Chrisi Hatfield
1.2 Introductions of panellists, local officials and key stakeholders
1.3 Brief overview of the meeting’s purpose and objectives

SPEAKER FREYA LAW
	1.1 Thanking of all attendees. A warm welcome. 
1.2 Sharing of the agenda. No questions or additions.

Introductions: No arrivals as of 18.51
Apologises have been given. Dane Buchannan statement given. 
No Alistair Brady at 18.51
Wincheap Society
Wincheap Allotments
Paul from Save the Rec
Wincheap Primary School – Statement from Nicola Dawson,
Thanington Parish Council.
Candidates from bi-election attending.
Kent Online were invited – no known attendees at 18.52




	

	2. The Value of The Orchards (5 minutes)
2.1 Short presentation on the environmental, social, and health benefits of Green Spaces such 
as The Orchards

2.2 Case studies or examples of successful preservation efforts

SPEAKER FREYA LAW
	18.53
Introduction of the value of the Orchards and surrounding areas.
Sharing of location of supporting KCC research and policies spoken about in Presentation. 



	

	3. Overview of Proposed Housing Developments (10 minutes)
3.1 Summary of current/planned housing developments threatening Wincheap Orchards
3.2 Maps 

	18.58
Sharing of maps.
	

	4. Community Impacts (15 minutes)
4.1 Testimonials from local residents, environmental groups, and community leaders
4.2 Focus on how proposed developments would affect access to nature, community wellbeing and pollution

Key Speakers: The Wincheap Society, Wincheap Allotments, ‘Save the Rec’ Campaign, Wincheap 
Foundation Primary School (statement), Families and Children
	19.01
First Speaker on behalf of Yr 5 pupils of Wincheap School – Shiloh.

19.04 
Statement from Reed, 12 yrs old. 





19.06
Barney Speaking on behalf of Wincheap Society
Discuss on effect on traffic – 
2 access routes either through Victoria Road, Homersham or Hollow Lane or Lime Kiln Road. Possibly under threat is Heaton Road and Access around the school Hollowmede. 
Sharing of latest Gyratory System and that CCC proposed that this will improve the traffic flow of 30 mph.

Suggestions around the new Park and Ride being moved away from the current Rec proposed site. 


19.14 Mrs Dawson Statement read by Milly Clark-Wilson

19.16 Paul from ‘Sav the Rec’
Encouragement of all attending to complete consultation.
103 mature trees at risk on Thanington Rec, main purpose of these trees is to soak up water on the flood plain. Part of the network in Hambrook Marshes and beyond. These trees are vital as part of flood management.
‘Once it has gone, it has gone.’ THINK AGAIN.

19.18 Statement from Dane Buckland read by Freya Law
Main concerns summarised – traffic, loss of green spaces.




19.20 Wincheap Allotments  (170 current members)
Discussion around loss of farm land, growing space is not
Previous version of plan – 74 additional allotment spaces have now been removed from the plan as it stands. 
Increased flooding risk whilst building – concerns around the risks whilst everything is being built.
Concerns around site traffic – how is that going to be managed. Detracts against everything the allotments stands for. 
The Green Infrastructure plan – not being adhered to. 
An indirect threat to the allotments due to the building. Risk of contamination, pollution and flooding. 
19.25 comments made from Paul from Save the Rec around the implications of building, the land slip and damage to homes.

19.25 Statement from Local Dog Walkers Association. 
 

	Appendix 1 – copy of statement.




Appendix 2 – copy of statement





Appendix 3 – W.S. Presentation



We need a robust traffic flow survey to provide up to date and realistic data. 


4th Slip Road Plan needs to be approved by National Highways. It is likely to not be approved.






Appendix 4 – copy of statement










Appendix 5 – copy of statement
Push KCC/CCC for more traffic consultation









Concerns around site traffic – how is that going to be managed and plans in place to mitigate direct damage to surround areas. Follow up.





Appendix 6

	5. Open Floor: Community Discussion & Q&A (20 minutes)





Speaker: Freya Law
	Initials will be requested of contributors.

Guy Maurice – Thanington Parish Councillor – please send input on the consultation. This matters. Outlines the differences between sport/green spaces is comparable to what already exists – the new areas will be private.
The Biodiversity in the Orchards is not replaceable and they cannot replace that anywhere else in the plan. 

19.27
Ginny Thomas - resident
Concerns over flooding – current areas do already flood. Where is all the water going to go?

19.30 Bethany – Local Resident
38 Species of birds have been recorded by this resident.
Red, Amber and Green categories. Eurasian Skylark has been spotted 17.10.2025 critically endangered. 
A long term study of the biodiversity in the Orchards.

19.34 Resident of Hollow Lane – Robyn
Sharing points amongst community to ensure that all views are captured due to dyslexia, learning difficulties.

Developments can mitigate flooding and would not stand or hold up in argument – a counter would be presented. 

Traffic is of a real concern close to the school – main point.

19.37 – Nick a local resident 
Have they factored in all the traffic since new developments in the area. How are these system being factored in? Where is the up to date data?

19.38 What else can we do? 
Do the consultation, deadline shared of Tuesday 21st October. 

19.42 Brian – resident New House Lane
Previous areas have been taken out of the draft plans due to Highways Issues. Shared verbally the areas. The slip road on the A2 has now been scrapped. Access is now a real concern and needs to be revised. 
19.43 A member of the public unwell. Continued meeting. First Aider in attendance.

Brian finished.

	











Request evidence and follow up with any data from speaker. 
Ensure they submit this evidence in the consultation. 














Ensure that a new traffic survey is completed and replies given from CCC/KCC to all stakeholders and added to any further meetings for discussion. 

	6. Action Steps & Next Moves (10 minutes)
6.1 Outline of how attendees can get involved and make a difference (e.g., petitions, public 
comment deadlines, volunteer opportunities)
6.2  Information on how to stay in touch with the campaign

Speaker: Freya Law
	19.45 Slides shared with general public ‘Action Steps and Next Moves.’


	If you have evidence of using this green site for more than 20 years, include this in your reply. This has been a successful strategy in case study (Bristol.)

	7. Closing Remarks (5 minutes)
7.1 Recap of key points and commitments
7.2 Contact info and resources for further involvement




	19.46
Final slides shared. 



Closing of meeting. 

Additional and notable people in attendance: 

Details of: Robert Whittaker 
rvjwhittaker@protonmail.com
07896461456

Robin from Hollow Lane
Rhanson29@gmail.com



	









Contribution towards budget.



Will use AI to summarise meeting and distribute.




Minutes taken by Milly Clark-Wilson.
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