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Dear Sirs           

Draft Canterbury District Local Plan (2042/43) Regulation 19 

This email makes submissions on behalf of the Stour Fishery & Conservation Association (SFCA) as part of the 
Regulation 19 Consultation. 

The SFCA owns stretches of the River Stour and also controls the fishing rights on other stretches outside the 
Association’s ownership, together comprising much of the River Stour between the villages of Wye and Chartham and 
downstream from Chartham Papermill to the outskirts of Canterbury. Part of the SFCA water is let to the Tonford Fly 
Fishing Club (TFFC). 

The SFCA was formed over 150 years ago, and its principal focus is on protection and improvement of the River Stour 
for its population of migratory salmonid species. Eels also use the river – another species in serious decline. Members 
fish the river between April and September. 

Despite the pressures of pollution, water abstraction and rising temperatures, the River Stour contains a viable population 
of Wild Brown Trout, Sea Trout and, even to this day, occasional Salmon in relation to which there is still evidence of 
breeding. 

The River Great Stour carries the characteristics of a chalk stream from Wye to the tidal water downstream of Fordwich 
and this results from being replenished by water from chalk aquifers below the North Downs on either side of the Stour 
Valley. 

This rare chalk stream habitat is represented in only 200 rivers approx, mainly in the south and east of England. Such 
habitats are declining, and relatively unique to England and the Channel coast of France. 

The chalk stream habitat supports its own ecosystem and biodiversity, a vital part of which relates to the river’s aquatic 
life including the Salmonids and other wild fish, the populations of which live off the remarkable food chain arising from 
the invertebrate population of the river, the Mayfly being a famous part of that feature. 

The SFCA monitors the invertebrate population with detailed surveys in the spring and autumn of every year. These 
surveys indicate the health of the river and the changes that arise from human activity in the Stour Valley. 

At the same time the SFCA seeks to carry out work wherever possible to restore the natural flow of the river which has 
been altered during the last 200 years or more by the introduction of various types of obstruction such as weirs and 
sluices, which historically were constructed to serve milling activities up and down the Stour Valley. Many of these weirs 
and other obstructions are still in place, nowadays simply providing visual amenity and no benefit. 

However, fragmentation of the river by obstructions is one of the most significant pressures on wild fish populations 
today. The removal of redundant barriers is one of the most effective actions that can be taken to restore healthy 
freshwater ecosystems. The River Stour is and has great potential to be improved as a lifeline for wildlife – providing a 
dynamic and connected system allowing fish to move freely between the habitats they need to survive. It is therefore 
essential to remove redundant structures that interrupt natural flows and block fish movement. 

The SFCA has noted Policy R1 in the Draft Local Plan, relating to Rural Service Centres and understands the reasons 
for designation of Chartham as one of these - in particular the allocation of 165 dwellings in Policy R3 – Chartham 
Papermill between 2024/25 and 2042/43. 
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