


The proposed allocation would also result in the loss of wildlife-rich habitats and green spaces 
which currently contribute to biodiversity, ecological resilience and the setting of the city. This is 
inconsistent with the NPPF requirement for plans and developments to minimise impacts on 
biodiversity and provide measurable environmental gains. 

In addition to the transport impacts, the proposed scale of development would place 
unsustainable pressure on healthcare services, sewage infrastructure and other essential public 
services, all of which are already stretched. The current proposals do not demonstrate 
convincingly that this infrastructure can be delivered adequately, sustainably or in advance of 
development. The NPPF is clear that strategic policies should make sufficient provision for 
infrastructure, community facilities and service capacity required to support development. 

A lack of critical infrastructure alone renders this allocation unsustainable. Experience from 
previous developments demonstrates that promised infrastructure is often delayed, reduced or 
omitted once development is underway. In this case, even the draft proposals fail to provide 
confidence that the necessary infrastructure can realistically be delivered. 

For these reasons, the proposed South Canterbury/Merton Park allocation is unsound and 
inconsistent with national planning policy. Merton Park should therefore be removed from the 
Local Plan. Instead, the Council should prioritise smaller-scale brownfield and city-centre 
developments where housing can be delivered more sustainably, with less damage to the 
natural environment, rural communities, biodiversity, food security and Canterbury’s unique 
historic setting. 

  




