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Dear Consultation Team 
 

Canterbury Local Plan 2026-42/43 Pre-Submission Draft (Regulation 19) Consultation 

 

Thank you for inviting National Highways (NH) to comment on the Canterbury Local Plan 2026-

42/43 Pre-Submission Draft (Regulation 19) (March 2026), seeking a response by no later 

than 5PM on 18 May 2026. As a statutory consultee, we wish to make representations as set 

out in this letter. 

 

We appreciate that the focus of this consultation is on legal compliance and the soundness of 

the Local Plan as judged against the soundness tests in the National Planning Policy 

Framework (NPPF) (December 2024) para.36. We have structured our response accordingly. 

 

The soundness tests are that a Plan must be: 

 

a) Positively prepared – providing a strategy which, as a minimum, seeks to meet the 

area’s objectively assessed needs; and is informed by agreements with other authorities, 

so that unmet need from neighbouring areas is accommodated where it is practical to do 

so and is consistent with achieving sustainable development;  

 

b) Justified – an appropriate strategy, taking into account the reasonable alternatives, 

and based on proportionate evidence; 

 

c) Effective – deliverable over the plan period, and based on effective joint working on 

cross-boundary strategic matters that have been dealt with rather than deferred, as 

evidenced by the statement of common ground; and  

 



 

 

 

 

 

d) Consistent with national policy – enabling the delivery of sustainable development 

in accordance with the policies in this Framework and other statements of national 

planning policy, where relevant. 

 

Policy Context 

As I am sure you are aware, NH is responsible for the Strategic Road Network (SRN), with our 

focus being on its safety, reliability and operational efficiency. In the vicinity of Canterbury, the 

SRN comprises the A2 east of M2 Junction 7, to a point west of the A2 / Lydden Hill junction. 

 

The policy of the Secretary of State for Transport in relation to the SRN is Circular 1/2022 

(C1/22): Strategic road network and the delivery of sustainable development 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/strategic-road-network-and-the-delivery-of-

sustainable-development . In responding to this consultation, NH has taken C1/22 as relevant 

national policy alongside the NPPF. 

 

In accordance with national planning and transport policy we expect the plan-making process 

to explore all options to reduce a reliance on the SRN for local journeys including a reduction 

in the need to travel and integrating land use considerations with the need to maximise 

opportunities for walking, wheeling, cycling, public transport and shared travel. 

 

NH is obliged to raise its concerns with regards to any unacceptable safety or congestion 

impacts on the SRN. 

 

The remainder of this response is split into three parts: 

 

1. Part 1: Legal Compliance – This is focused on how Canterbury Council has engaged 

with NH during the plan-making process on strategic transport matters relating to the 

SRN.  

 

2. Part 2: Soundness Tests – This is focused on the soundness tests and how plan-

making has considered and responded to transport-related matters that are likely to 

impact on the SRN, as well as compliance with national policy on transport matters, in 

particular national policy on the SRN (C1/22). 

 

3. Part 3: Detailed Representations – These are focused on detailed comments on 

individual policies relating to strategic transport matters that are likely to impact on the 

SRN. In some cases, they highlight how the robustness of the policies could be 

improved through some minor modifications. 

 

 
































