


patients, and also offers the services listed above to residents throughout East Kent, and the many visitors to
our locality.
 
My comments are specifically about the sections of the plan concerning Whitstable, W1 to W11,  although it
can be seen that EVMC is  also an important  provider of NHS services to the wider locality.
 
General comment.
W1 to W11 mentions a significant number of new homes, approximately 2000,  together with new schools
and recreational facilities. Using a multiplier of 2.6 people per home this amounts to 5,200 more people who
will become patients of WMP. This total will be in additional to our list size increase of up to 1000 patients per
annum. We have no spare clinical or non clinical rooms at present, and yet the draft plan alone will require
estate for an extra 3 GPs, 3 nursing staff and the necessary non clinical back up staff.
The draft plan for Whitstable contains NO specific provision for new healthcare estate for the necessary extra
GPs and staff, nor any provision for expansion of our community healthcare services, which will clearly attract
more demand. There is only a mention of Estuary View being a secondary focus for the main town centre
including health infrastructure.
 
W1. Town centre.
The town centre strategy states there will be a separate SPD (supplementary planning document) for a
Whitstable Harbour Strategic Plan.
 
W2. Whitstable Harbour.
I note that the plan shows the Whitstable Health Centre to be within this area. This is important because
“Mixed use development” is mentioned, but nothing about the future of WHC which is generally accepted to
be an old flat roofed building with significant structural problems. For over 2 decades WMP has been speaking
to Canterbury City Council about demolishing WHC and providing a new, fit for purpose medical centre within
 the Whitstable harbour redevelopment. At a minimum, the WHC should not be replaced by a “mixed use
development.” 13,000 patients are registered there. Our preference would be for a new WHC to be included in
the Harbour SPD.
 
W3. Whitstable urban.
This is the area destined to have the majority of new housing. Our nearest medical centres are CMC and
EVMC, so we anticipate the majority of new residents will register at one or the other for GP services, and also
access our community healthcare services at EVMC. As previously mentioned the estate at both sites is
already maximally occupied. We will require expansion at both site in order to provide NHS healthcare to
these new patients. This could take the form of an extra storey for both CMC and EVMC, as there is no space
for building on.
Currently there is mention of “health facility provision will be supported to meet the needs of the community.”
Whereas this statement is welcome, it is vague and does not describe the significant estate developments
which will be vital for the population. We would suggest that the draft plan specifically supports the cost of
extra healthcare estate, probably in the form of an extra store for both CMC and EVMC.
 
W4-11. Carried forward policies from the 2017 plan.
These contain details of extra dwellings which will further add to the demands for local GP and community
healthcare services.
 
In conclusion.
The locality of Whitstable is becoming more densely populated every year, as shown by the patient list growth
at WMP of up to 1000 people each year. This draft Canterbury District Local Plan will add a further 5200
patients to our list.
In order to provide the necessary healthcare for this expansion we would urge that the plan is modified to
include :

1.       Preservation, but preferably reprovision of the Whitstable Health Centre.
2.       Significant funding for an extra storey for Chestfield Medical Centre
3.       Significant funding for an extra storey on Estuary View Medical Centre.
4.        

I hope you will agree to these worthwhile changes, and I thank you in anticipation of your support for the
healthcare of our local community.



 
Many thanks
 
Dr John M Ribchester MBE.
GP Director of Strategy, Whitstable Medical Practice.
 
 
 
Teresa Kemp
Senior Clinical Services Administrator &
Ophthalmology Admin Lead
Whitstable Medical Practice
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