


Local infrastructure cannot support this development, and the impact of additional traffic has not been
mitigated failing to meet the NPPF (P29 section 101, P 31 sections 110 c and 111 b, P 33 section 15).
For these reasons I find the plans to be unsound, ineffective, and inconsistent with national policy. I
ask that it be deleted from the local plan.

The area of land proposed is a much used and highly valued public space with views of the cathedral
and the city of canterbury. The national planning policy framework (2024) states that communities
should have accessible high quality green spaces where there is opportunity for physical activity and
recreation and the benefits of nature (NPPF p28 section 96 c, p 30 section 103). This land, in its
undeveloped state, is what the community has been using for many years. The NPPF recognises
that undeveloped land may have multiple uses (P36 section 125 b) as is the case in this area, it is not
just farmland but is a community resource, a pedestrian or cycle travel route to schools and
healthcare, a cultural heritage site and an important habitat for wildlife. The NPPF states that where
possible pre-existing green spaces used by communities and valued for their tranquillity and
amenities should not be built on (P30 section 104 a, b, c and p57 section 198 b) and that
communities should be allowed to identify green spaces of importance (P30 section 106). The
planned development is not consistent with national policy.

The NPPF recognises that established trees should be preserved where possible and wildlife rich
habitats should be safeguarded (P40 section 136, P54 section187, P56 section 193 c). The orchards
and hedge rows at hollow lane represent a rapidly shrinking valued habitat for British wildlife
including those mentioned specifically, swifts, bats, and hedgehogs (P54 187 a, b, d). The proposed
plan allows for small sections of green space but is not clear what form these would take, and the
required amount includes football and rugby pitches (local plan regulation 19, 2026). The vast
majority of habitats would be destroyed.

The plan for C10 Merton Park is not sound and is not effective as identified needs cannot be met and
significant impact on the existing community and natural environment are not mitigated. I request that
it be removed from the local plan.

 

Yours Sincerely

E. Ould
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