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Dear Sir/Madam

| am writing to object to section C10 ‘The Merton Park development’ of the local plan. Although |
specifically wish to comment on the soundness of this part of the plan some of my objections, such
as lack of fresh water, also relate to the wider proposal.

The provision of the Merton park development is reliant on the introduction of additional education
settings, health care and water provision and transport links. The National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF) (2024) states that infrastructure must be in place for development (P 29 section
101). This infrastructure is not available, and it is unlikely that it can be established within an effective
timescale.

The NPPF states that a sufficient choice of early years schools needs to be available and that issues
need to be identified and resolved prior to application (p 29 section 100, 101). Local primary schools
are already at or near capacity (Gov.uk). A primary school is proposed on site (Canterbury City
Council, 2026). However, the proposed primary school at the adjacent Saxon fields development
which should have been completed last year (Issue details, 2023) is on hold and its future uncertain.
Local faith in the provision of services is low. The proposed expansion of Canterbury hospital has
now been removed from the plan as funding is not available to expand existing services (Canterbury
City Council, 2025). Additionally, to support development in this area a reservoir is needed
(Canterbury City Council, 2024) the proposed reservoir will not be operational prior to occupation of
the development. Southern water stated at the consultation 18 meeting (23rd October 2025, Esson,
2026) that there is not water provision for a development at Merton Park until this was in place.

Planned traffic mitigation relies on the assumption that individuals will use public transport, cycle or
walk. While admirable and part of the NPPF this is highly unlikely and an additional two thousand
dwellings is likely to produce at least one additional car per household. A sports hub and primary
school will also bring additional cars into the area. The majority of commuters are likely to be using
Canterbury West to access London and will be a significant distance from this station. Existing road
networks at Nackington road and Hollow Lane have limited potential for expansion due to geography
and existing dwellings. Expansion of Hollow Lane would result in the loss of a large section of
established hedgerow and mature trees and pedestrian access to New House Lane and footpaths.
There are no alternative options and potential connections to the A2 have been discarded (draft local
plan regulation 18, 2025). Additional traffic along these routes is going to significantly impact
residents and have an adverse impact on general traffic congestion and pollution in the area. In
addition, existing residents will have to use cars to access green spaces. Non drivers such as | will
lose access altogether. The bus station does not have capacity for additional high frequency services
(District bus action plan 2026).



Local infrastructure cannot support this development, and the impact of additional traffic has not been
mitigated failing to meet the NPPF (P29 section 101, P 31 sections 110 c and 111 b, P 33 section 15).
For these reasons | find the plans to be unsound, ineffective, and inconsistent with national policy. |
ask that it be deleted from the local plan.

The area of land proposed is a much used and highly valued public space with views of the cathedral
and the city of canterbury. The national planning policy framework (2024) states that communities
should have accessible high quality green spaces where there is opportunity for physical activity and
recreation and the benefits of nature (NPPF p28 section 96 c, p 30 section 103). This land, in its
undeveloped state, is what the community has been using for many years. The NPPF recognises
that undeveloped land may have multiple uses (P36 section 125 b) as is the case in this area, it is not
just farmland but is a community resource, a pedestrian or cycle travel route to schools and
healthcare, a cultural heritage site and an important habitat for wildlife. The NPPF states that where
possible pre-existing green spaces used by communities and valued for their tranquillity and
amenities should not be built on (P30 section 104 a, b, ¢ and p57 section 198 b) and that
communities should be allowed to identify green spaces of importance (P30 section 106). The
planned development is not consistent with national policy.

The NPPF recognises that established trees should be preserved where possible and wildlife rich
habitats should be safeguarded (P40 section 136, P54 section187, P56 section 193 c). The orchards
and hedge rows at hollow lane represent a rapidly shrinking valued habitat for British wildlife
including those mentioned specifically, swifts, bats, and hedgehogs (P54 187 a, b, d). The proposed
plan allows for small sections of green space but is not clear what form these would take, and the
required amount includes football and rugby pitches (local plan regulation 19, 2026). The vast
majority of habitats would be destroyed.

The plan for C10 Merton Park is not sound and is not effective as identified needs cannot be met and
significant impact on the existing community and natural environment are not mitigated. | request that
it be removed from the local plan.

Yours Sincerely
E. Ould
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