


Thirdly, the NPPF (HO4, Rev. Dec 2025, p.4, point 15) states that “At a very high level, the objective 
of sustainable development can be summarised as meeting the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs”

The Merton Park area has provided a green space, fresh air and cathedral views for countless 
generations of residents. It fosters biodiversity and provides a home to many species, including 
endangered species such as hedgehogs, whose numbers have decreased in the UK up to 75% in 
rural areas and 30% in urban areas since 2000. This large development on one of the last greenfield 
spaces will compromise future generations' ability to meet their personal needs for green space, 
exercise and clean air. It is also very irresponsible of Canterbury to wipe out the habitats of so much 
wildlife, when other alternatives with lower impact and greater economic benefit exist.

Finally, the costs of the infrastructure to support this development are greatly underestimated. The 
costs of developing the transport and local  infrastructure are likely to be far greater than initially 
estimated, completely undermining the soundness of the Merton Park Development. At the very 
least, the Canterbury Council should require new cost estimates to be provided, which take into 
account what has been learned through this consultation process.

Thank you for considering my four points, which demonstrate how the Merton Park development is 
not appropriate or sound in its current form. I ask the council to reconsider this development as the 
plan has failed to adequately consider the implications for traffic, the options for the positive use of 
alternative sites, the impact on the environment, and the unrealistic budget for this development.

Best Regards,

Bonnie Ferguson

 




