


Towards the west end of Wincheap road, and up the many side roads that this 
development would impact in terms of traffic and access, the pavements are incredibly 
narrow. It is not possible to allow a buggy or wheelchair to pass without stepping into the 
road. This is already incredibly unsafe for pedestrians and residents. Additional traffic will 
worsen this, and put the safety of children, vulnerable adults, and frankly all pedestrians 
using the pavement at risk. This will be especially prevalent around the area of Wincheap 
primary school, where the access points are proposed to pass through. Children’s safety 
has not been considered in the slightest. Pupils leaving school at peak rush hour times, 
only to be walking and travelling down roads that are trying to hold far more traffic than 
they are built for. This is unsafe and cannot go ahead. As a young couple hoping to have 
children in the future, I am extremely concerned that my children would not be safe living 
in the area if this development were to go ahead as planned. 
 
As a doctor working in the local area, I also cannot understand the need to further pollute 
the area of Canterbury that already has the highest air pollution rates. NPPF 199 (2024 
p.57) states plannings decisions should sustain and contribute towards compliance with 
national objectives for pollutants, and take into account the cumulative impacts from 
individual sites in local areas. Canterbury City Council Draft Air Quality Action Plan 2024 
showed annual men’s objectives for nitrogen dioxide were achieved at majority of 
receptors in Canterbury, but that exceedances were indicated at five receptors all located 
along Wincheap Road. Research in recent years has highlighted the severe impact of air 
pollution on children and adults, causing long term health conditions such as asthma and 
even being a major contributor to heart disease and cancer. This plan’s utter disregard for 
the health and wellbeing of Canterbury’s residents and children is shocking. And in 
addition to adding 2000 houses worth of cars, traffic, and pollution, the plan proposes to 
remove the areas only accessible green space/countryside. The orchards is a beautiful 
area for Wincheap residents to walk, exercise and for children to play. Green space is 
proven to be absolutely imperative to physical and mental health. Destroying this beautiful 
area will mean residents either lose that vital access, or have to drive to access green 
space, once again increasing traffic and pollution! 
 
I also know as a Doctor working within EKHUFT, that the local trust is in a dire position. It is 
struggling to manage the patient load from the current population let alone the addition of 
thousands more residents. The plan also appears to rely on all of these residents working 
locally, which is not feasible in the slightest, given that the biggest local employer has had 
to put a freeze on all new hiring due to ongoing NHS funding concerns.  
 
In addition, the orchard provides vital views of the Cathedral, a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site, and also forms the key backdrop to the cathedral that has been present for centuries. 
To destroy this completely disregards our cities vibrant and incredibly history and possible 
violates laws protecting vital heritage sites. As mentioned in the council meeting on 
Thursday 5th, a passionate member of the public brought to attention that the council has 
not sought the necessary approval from UNSECO to destroy this historical view which is 
incredibly concerning.  



 
As previously stated, I do understand that many of the pressures for increased housing 
come from central government. However it is your job as our councillors not to bend to the 
will of a corrupt government, but to stand up for the residents of your city and home. The 
Merton Park development is unsafe, poorly thought out and legally non-compliant. I urge 
you to re-consider the Merton Park Development and consider the severe and devastating 
impacts this will have on the health and safety of Wincheap residents and the disastrous 
and irreversible damage to the culture and history of our town. At a bare minimum, the plot 
should be significantly decreased in size, and leave a significant green belt between 
Wincheap and the new development that allows residents to maintain access to the 
beautiful green space and does not impact cathedral views. Any access to future plots 
should entirely avoid Wincheap road, and should instead come from the A2/Nackington 
area with a park and ride service connecting the plot to Canterbury, as Wincheap road 
simply cannot cope with further traffic or air pollution. 
 
I urge you to listen to the concerns of the hundreds of residents who are scared, and 
dismayed at this plan and how it will impact our lives.  
 
Kind regards,  
Dr Lucy Dowd  

  
 

 
 




