


(Failure of the “Justified” test) 

National planning policy makes clear that previously developed (brownfield) land should be 
prioritised before greenfield land is allocated for development. 

Despite this, the Council proposes a large-scale greenfield expansion at Merton Park, resulting 
in the loss of Canterbury’s historic rural setting, while overlooking substantial opportunities for 
sustainable regeneration elsewhere. Potential brownfield sites, including the Wincheap Retail 
Estate, underused city-centre car parks, and vacant student accommodation, could instead 
provide higher-density and environmentally sustainable housing solutions in more appropriate 
locations. 

3. Environmental and Habitats Regulations Issues 

(Failure of “Legal Compliance” and national policy requirements) 

The Stodmarsh Nature Reserve is already experiencing serious ecological pressures linked to 
water pollution. The Council’s March 2026 Habitats Regulations Assessment (paragraph 5.5.22) 
expressly states that there remains uncertainty as to whether the necessary environmental 
mitigation measures for the proposed 1,950 homes can be successfully delivered. 

Under established UK planning law, including the Waddenzee judgment, a plan cannot lawfully 
proceed where there is scientific uncertainty regarding adverse impacts on protected habitats. 
As such, the current proposal appears inconsistent with both the Habitats Regulations and 
national planning policy. 

I wish to participate in the oral examination hearings regarding these matters. 

Anne-Marie Reynard 
 

 
 

 




