


• retention of mature trees and hedgerows wherever possible 

• meaningful wildlife corridors between developments 

• protection of biodiversity and natural habitats 

• building layouts that work around existing landscape features rather than removing them 

• greener, lower-impact design standards. 

I would also like to see far stronger joined-up public transport planning. New housing 
should not simply increase car dependency and congestion around Canterbury. 

In particular: 

• Park and Ride services should better connect with Canterbury’s railway stations 

• bus routes should integrate more effectively with train times 

• walking and cycling infrastructure should be expanded 

• transport infrastructure should be delivered before or alongside major developments, not 

afterwards. 

I am also concerned that the Local Plan does not sufficiently address the growing 
pressures on water, drainage and sewage infrastructure. Existing systems already appear 
stretched in many areas. 

As a coastal district, Canterbury has a responsibility to protect its rivers, coastline and 
beaches. It is unacceptable that untreated or partially treated sewage continues to enter 
waterways and coastal waters during periods of pressure on the system. 

Significant investment in sewage treatment, drainage infrastructure and water 
management should be treated as essential infrastructure before major housing expansion 
takes place, not as an afterthought. The cumulative impact of thousands of additional 
homes on wastewater systems, flood risk and water quality must be taken far more 
seriously. 

Overall, I believe the Local Plan should place greater emphasis on sustainable 
communities, environmental protection and infrastructure-led growth, rather than 
continued expansion into valuable greenfield land. 

All the best, 
 
 
Katherine Nickoll 




