


important questions about whether the necessary infrastructure is truly in place to support 
expansion on this scale. 
 
Flooding is another concern. The proposed site sits at a higher elevation, and replacing 
green fields with extensive hard surfaces will inevitably affect drainage and water runoff. 
Homersham Road already experiences flooding problems, and many residents are 
understandably worried that further development could make the situation considerably 
worse. 
 
Beyond this, Canterbury already struggles with infrastructure demands. Concerns about 
disruption to local schools are valid, but more broadly, it is difficult to see how a significant 
population increase can be responsibly managed in a city that already lacks sufficient 
services such as A&E provision, school capacity, and transport infrastructure. 
 
Finally, there is the environmental impact. The Wincheap orchards are an important 
natural habitat and support a wide range of wildlife, including species listed on both the 
Red and Amber conservation lists. Orchards themselves are becoming increasingly rare, 
and it seems contradictory to support environmental initiatives while simultaneously 
destroying one of the very landscapes the council claims to value. Brownfield development 
would surely represent a more responsible and sustainable alternative. 
 
When I imagine Canterbury after the completion of Merton Park, I struggle to recognise the 
city that so many people cherish. It would represent a profound and irreversible change to 
the character of the area. I sincerely hope the council carefully reconsiders the long-term 
consequences of this proposal before proceeding further. 
 
Kind regards, 
Mary Sutter  
 

 
 

 




