


 

wastewater treatment capacity is sufficient;
sewage infrastructure upgrades will be delivered in advance of occupation;
or pollution risks can be adequately mitigated.

The proposed growth therefore risks worsening sewage discharge events and further degrading
coastal and marine environments.
 
This is particularly concerning given the proximity of development to nationally and internationally
protected ecological sites, including:
 

Thanet Coast and Sandwich Bay SPA/Ramsar/SSSI,
The Swale SPA/Ramsar,
Tankerton Slopes SSSI,
Seasalter Levels Local Nature Reserve.

The council has a legal duty to apply the precautionary principle and ensure compliance with
environmental protections and the Habitat Regulations. Development should not proceed where
there is uncertainty regarding adverse impacts on protected habitats and water quality.
 
Policy W3 fails to demonstrate genuinely sustainable and infrastructure-led growth. There is
insufficient certainty regarding:
 

sustainable water supply;
wastewater treatment capacity;
sewage network upgrades;
protection of sensitive aquatic environments;
and the long-term environmental consequences of cumulative development.

For these reasons, SOS Whitstable considers Policy W3 unsound and requests that the council
reconsider the scale and timing of development proposed unless and until robust evidence
demonstrates that water resources, wastewater infrastructure, and protected ecosystems can be
safeguarded from unacceptable harm.
 
Yours faithfully,
 
SOS Whitstable
 

 
soswhitstable.com
If you'd like to support our work you can donate here
 
Proud Founding Member of sewagecampaignnetwork.org.uk
 




