


Southeast Water told Canterbury City Council Scrutiny Committee on 4th March 2026 that it would
struggle to provide water for the increased number of new homes in the draft Canterbury Local
Plan. As reported by Kent Online March 14th 2026.

Whitstable and the surrounding areas have suffered numerous water shortages in the last 18
months as the current system struggles to supply the huge amount of new homes that have
already been built. 

Surely adding more homes before these infrastructure issues have been address is going to make
the situation even worse and clearly should not be allowed. 

Policy R24 of the draft Local Plan proposes to build a new reservoir at Broad Oak in order to try to
provide water for as much as possible of the proposed growth. However, the new reservoir would
use polluted water pumped from the rivers Great Stour and Little Stour. Southeast Water have
declined to answer questions about how they propose to remove chemical pollutants (in particular
hazardous PFAS chemicals) from the river water to make it safe to drink.

It should be noted also that Southeast Water told a meeting of Canterbury Society on 22nd January
2026 that they do not have money to actually build the reservoir.     
  
There is therefore some doubt whether the reservoir is actually deliverable.  

3. Policies W3 (Whitstable Urban Area), W4 (Brooklands Farm) and W7 (Bodkin Farm) do not
comply with NPPF Paragraph 32, which states that all policies should be underpinned by relevant
and up to-date evidence.

There is a lack of clear evidence why the Council has decided to include Policy W4 Brooklands Farm
in the draft Local Plan, but excluded an alternative site for 2000 houses that the University of Kent
wants to build on its land immediately to the north of the university. (This was Policy C12 in draft
Local Plan 2024). That location would score very highly as a sustainable location, given its proximity
to the District’s largest employment site and excellent public transport links.

Why would it be preferable to use the Brooklands Farm site that will require significantly more
infrastructure to be built?

The  University site is far closer to Canterbury city centre and therefore has many more
employment opportunities (Whitstable it should be noted has very limited opportunity for
employment due to its size in comparison to Canterbury).

It also has far more public transport options and will not required numerous additional link roads
to be built in the area.

4. The draft Local Plan does not comply with NPPF Policy 39 which requires Local planning
authorities to work “to secure developments that will improve the ….. social….conditions of the
area.”

       a. Health service.

The relentless pressure from new housing developments in East Kent is causing East Kent Hospitals
Trust to struggle to cope with demand.
 






